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NEW FEATURES 


Introducing Volume 78 


Volume 78 of the LUTHERAN WIT- 
NEss will bring you several new columns 
designed to deepen appreciation of your 
church. The columns, which will ap- 
pear in alternate issues, include: 


Christian Symbols by Rev. Adalbert 
R. Kretzmann, Litt. D., pastor of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Saint 
Luke, Chicago; author, lecturer, and 
architectural consultant. 


Very Personal by Rev. Rudoiph S. 
Ressmeyer, D.D., former pastor of 
Emmanuel Church, Baltimore; past 
President of the Southeastern District; 
author and lecturer. 


What’s the Meaning? by Rev. Fred- 
eric Niedner, D. D., former pastor of 
Immanuel Church, St. Charles, Mo.; 
secretary, Board of Control, Concordia 
Theological Seminary, St. Louis. 


Our Church, 1847—1959 by Prof. 
John Theodore Mueller, Ph. D., Th. D., 
member of the St. Louis seminary fac- 
ulty; author; contributor to church 
journals. 


The Five B’s by Rev. Elmer A. Kett- 
ner, editor of Advance; WITNESS con- 
tributing editor. 


The Cover 


The religion class of Little America 
V College meets in Richard E. Byrd 
Memorial Chapel during Antarctic night 
in International Geophysical Year 1957 
to 1958. 

Class members include (l.—tr.): 
Dawaine A. Shoemaker, IGY meteor- 
Ologist, of Cheney, Wash.; Dominic 
Guarcello, IGY meteorologist, of New 
York, N. Y.; Keith Morley, IGY 
Australian observer, of Geraldton, 
Western Australia; Henry B. Cochran, 
IGY meteorologist, of Manchester, 
Mass.; Chaplain (Lt.) Alfred R. Saeger, 
Jr., CHC, USN, of Barrington, R. L; 
Thomas I. Gray, Jr., IGY micrologist in 
charge of Antarctic Weather Central, of 


What’s Your Answer? by John 
Runge, teacher, St. Stephen’s Schoo} 
St. Louis; WITNEsS associate editor. 


Columns introduced in 1958 will cor 
tinue to run in every other issue 
Proverbs by Dr. Thomas Coates, TH 
Prophets by Dr. Alfred von Rohr Saue: 
Our Lutheran Worship by Dr. Walter Hi) 
Buszin, and Christian Hymns by thy, 
Editor. 

Alternating with Family Council 
The Five B’s will replace Let's Investi 
gate! which Dr. Carl S. Meyer cong 
cluded in the Dec. 30, 1958, issued 
Prof. O. E. Sohn’s What’s the Answer 
will occupy its regular place on page 17 

Articles, news stories, pictures, obitu. 
aries, notices, changes of address, anc 
general correspondence should be sen) 
to the WITNEss Office, 3558 S. Jeffersory 
Ave., St. Louis 18, Mo. 


Reports of ordinations, installations 
dedications, anniversaries, changes 0) 
address of pastors and teachers shoulc 
be addressed to the Statistical Bureaur 
Lutheran Building, 210 N. Broadway; 
St. Louis 2, Mo. 

The WITNESS cannot guarantee thed 


return of unsolicited material submitted: 
for publication. 


i 


East Lansing, Mich.; LTJG Francis; 
Stokes, USN, communications officer, , 
of New Brunswick, N. J.; Fred Fopay, 
IGY meteorologist, of Washington, 
D.C.; and Marvin Martin, Radioman 
2/c, USN, of Harlem, Mont. 

In one of 27 classes and activities 
offered in the college curriculum Mis- 
souri Synod Chaplain Saeger led an in- 
tensive and systematic study of eight 
Bible books over a nine-month period. 

Eighty-seven chaplains and 384 mili- 
tary contact pastors of our church co- 
operate with Synod’s Armed Services 
Commission in bringing Word and Sac- 
rament to fellow members in the Armed 
Forces around the world. 


ay 


ii South America Gets 
Mission Counselor - 


Rev. Walter F. Dorre, pastor of Saint 
_ pauls Church, Fort Worth, Tex., since 
1946, will be Synod’s first resident mis- 
jion counselor in South America. 
| His appointment is the second step 
“Yaken recently by the Board for Mis- 
‘ions in North and South America to 
‘Hransfer administrative responsibility 
‘from St. Louis to the field. 


2 (™~ 
R. F. Gussick W.F. Dorre 
~ Rev. Robert F. Gussick, missionary 
n Guatemala, 1947—56, on Nov. 4, 
1958, was commissioned resident mis- 
sion counselor for the Caribbean area. 
Both counselors will promote the 
establishment of an indigenous church. 
Pastor Dorre will represent the 
‘(Board in the Brazil and Argentine Dis- 
tricts of Synod. He will counsel them 
in their programs of missions and min- 
isterial and teacher training. 
: To his new position Counselor Dorre 
aibrings experience gained as a member 
of the Board for Missions in North 
“and South America. A former Vice- 
President of the Texas District, he also 
‘MWserved as chaplain in the U.S. Army. 


South Dakota Church 
Burns to Foundation 


! Peace Lutheran Congregation, Al- 
i cester, S. Dak., suffered the total loss 
lof its church building by fire Dec. 14, 
|} 1958. The 60-year-old structure burned 
to its foundations within minutes after 
|i the fire was discovered. 
More than 70 Sunday school chil- 
i dren and their teachers were singing 
Christmas carols and repeating the 
Christmas Gospel for the Christmas 
| Eve service when the odor of smoke 
was noticed. After the lighting system 
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failed, it was discovered that fire had 
broken out in the attic. 

According to Mrs. Arthur Doty, Sun- 
day school teacher, the children and 
their teachers filed out of the church 
and then watched the blaze. 

Frigid subzero weather froze the 
hoses of the local and a neighboring 
fire company. Cause of the fire was 
believed to be a faulty furnace flue. 

Destroyed with the church, which 
seated over 300 worshipers, were an 
altar and baptismal font of stones from 
all parts of the United States and con- 
structed by the former pastor, Rev. 
Edwin Beyer. Pastor Beyer had also 
rebuilt the pipe organ, which was 
valued at more than $20,000. Only the 
chimney of the church remained stand- 
ing after the fire. 


Jaycees Name Lutheran 
One of Nation’s “Ten 
Outstanding Young Men” 


County Judge Loren E. Schnack, 32, 
member of St. James Lutheran Church, 
Quincy, Ill., has been selected by the 
United States Junior Chamber of Com- 
merce as one of the nation’s “Ten Out- 
standing Young Men of 1958.” 

The others chosen by the 200,000- 
member group from more than 200 
nominees, all between 21 and 35, are: 
Van Cliburn, pianist, Kilgore, Tex.; Dr. 
Donald A. Glaser, professor of physics, 
University of Michigan; Dr. Gus Turbe- 
ville, Northland College president, Ash- 
land, Wis.; Dr. James 1. Grace, Jr., 
cancer researcher, Williamsville, N. Y. 

Also: Warren Phillips, managing edi- 
tor of the Wall Street Journal; Dr. Hugh 
E. Wilson III, Dallas heart surgeon; 
Dr. Henry A. Kissinger, Harvard for- 
eign affairs expert; Dr. Richard T. 
Smith, pediatrics professor, University 
of Florida; Lt. Shepherd Jenks, navi- 
gator of the USS Nautilus. 

Elected County Judge of Adams 
County, Illinois, at the age of 28, the 
Quincy jurist studied juveniie problems 
in high-delinquency areas. He organ- 
ized neighborhood groups, attended 
their meetings, and took part in recrea- 
tional activities. As Juvenile Judge he 
gained the confidence and co-operation 
of children and parents alike. 

During the tenure of Judge Schnack, 
Adams County has been able to reduce 
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the number of commitments of juve- 
niles to state corrective institutions in 
the face of pronounced state and na- 
tionwide increases. 

“Loren Schnack is probably the first 
judge in the history of Juvenile Courts 
who personally enlisted citizens and the 
youth themselves in the efforts of the 
courts to prevent delinquency and reha- 
bilitate offenders,” stated Elliott Don- 
nelley in supporting Judge Schnack’s 
nomination. 


Judge William J. Tuohy, Circuit 
Court of Hlinois, Cook County, lauded 
Mr. Schnack’s search for the causes of 
delinquency and his personal explora- 
tion of underprivileged areas. 

“We sought and obtained his services 
as Judge in our Family Court of Cook 
County,” Judge Tuohy said. “His rec- 
ord here has been remarkable, and 
Cook County has benefited by his wis- 
dom and judicial administration.” 

A 1950 graduate of Valparaiso Uni- 
versity’s School of Law, Judge Schnack 
takes active interest in his church. He 
has served on the finance committee of 
the building fund and “has been very 
helpful in counseling us on legal mat- 
ters,’ Rev. Elmer M. Goltermann, his 
pastor, told the WITNESs. 

His devotion to youth work, Pastor 
Goltermann commented, “is a _ reflec- 


tion of his sincere Christian faith.” 
Judge and Mrs. Schnack, the former 
Sarama Brown of Quincy, have two 
children: Debra, 7, and Kent, 5. Both 
attend St. James Lutheran School. 


Judge Loren E. Schnack 


Left to right: Organist William Niebuhr, 
Pastors George Kraus, Ernest Drews, 
and William Buege. 


Twin City Churches 
Telecast Weekly 


“Moments with God,” a weekly Sat- 
urday TV program, is sponsored by 
Christ Lutheran Church, Minneapolis 
(Rev. Wm. Buege), and Jehovah Lu- 
theran Church, St. Paul (Rev. Ernest 
Drews). 

The Twin Cities telecast features two 
main parts: Pastor Drews presents 
a visual-aid discussion on various teach- 
ings and practices of The Lutheran 
Church — Missouri Synod, and Pastor 
Buege closes with an inspirational ad- 
dress. William Niebuhr, organist and 
choir director of Christ Church, pro- 
vides the music. 

Rev. George Kraus, pastor of Peace 
Lutheran Church for the Deaf, St. Paul, 
signs the entire program for the deaf in 
the viewing audience. 


Dedicate Seminary Chapel 
At Chia Yi, Taiwan 


Dedication of the chapel of Concor- 
dia Seminary, Chia Yi, Taiwan, took 
place Nov. 2, 1958. 

Third of the seminary buildings 
erected through an $8,000 grant by the 
Minnesota LWML in 1954, the chapel, 
seating 75, was completed for about 
$3,000. 

Of reinforced concrete and _ brick, 
with flat concrete roof, the building has 
open face brick on all inside walls and 
quarried-stone facing on the chancel 
wall. Windows running from floor to 
roof give a bright appearance and 
ample ventilation in the warm climate. 

The dedication service was conducted 
jointly by Dr. Roy A. Suelflow, sem- 
inary president, and Missionary Victor 
Hafner, member of the faculty since 
1956. Missionary Michael C. Trinklein 
preached the dedicatory sermon. 
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Fred Lindemann Dies 
Of Heart Attack 


Rev. Fred Lindemann, 67, retired 
pastor, author of The Sermon and The 
Propers, Volumes I to IV, died of a 
heart attack in West Falls, N. Y., Dec. 
2, 1958, three days before the page 
proofs of Volumes III and IV reached 
his home. 

Published early last year, his latest 
book had received favorable reviews in 
Protestant periodicals. The book “will 
be as valuable in 100 years as it is to- 
day,” one critic said. Other reviewers 
used such phrases as “solid stuff,” 
“many fine, valuable, and . . . new in- 
sights,” “top-grade material.” 

While one reviewer said, “He has 
kept the best wine until last,” the 
author’s widow wrote the publisher: 
‘Fred’s doctors told me repeatedly that 
his life was being extended by a power 
beyond medical science. His constant 
prayer was that the Lord permit him 
to complete The Sermon and The 
Propers.” 

In addition to writing several sermon 
volumes, Pastor Lindemann contributed 
articles to the Concordia Theological 
Monthly and the American Lutheran. 
He had been secretary of the Board of 
Directors of the American Lutheran 
Publicity Bureau and a member of the 
Editorial Committee of the American 
Lutheran. 

After serving in the parish ministry 
for 40 years, he retired in 1954 and 
made his home in West Falls. He be- 
came a member of Immanuel Church, 
East Aurora, N. Y., where funeral serv- 
ices were held Dec. 5. Rev. Victor H. 
Neeb, the pastor, officiated; Prof. Harry 


Mr. Liu, member of the school’s board of control, addresse 
dedication of Concordia Seminary chapel, Chia Yi, Taiwan 
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G. Coiner of the St. Louis seminai 
preached; President Gustav Karke 
spoke for the Eastern District. 

His first wife, the former Pau 
Lange of Fort Wayne, Ind., died : 
1947. He married Edna Meibohm ¢ 
Buffalo in 1949. 

One son, Rev. Robert F., is paste 
of The Chapel of the Redeemer, Queer 
Village, N. Y.; the other, Rev. Ralph 
serves Incarnation Church, Pompt 
Lakes, N. J. 


“Praying with Selves,” 
Director Charges 


Many congregations fail to influen 
community life appreciably, says Dy 
Conrad M. Thompson, St. Paul, Minni 
evangelism director of the ELC, b 
cause they are “praying with the 
selves” rather than over the need 
people outside the church. 

Reporting to the ELC Board o 
Home Missions, Dr. Thompson charge 
that many are concerned only witl 
“their beautiful sanctuaries, instead o: 
rising up in new commitment to Chri 
and thrusting their sanctuaries out intc 
society to place the marks of Chris 
upon the souls of men.” 

Lack of evangelical concern on the 
part of pastors and church leaders, he 
says, coupled with today’s widespreac 
emphasis on organization and _ activity 
in the programs of local congregations} 
tends to make people feel satisfied that 
“all is well with our souls” simply be 
cause they are busy in the church. 

When congregations claim that 
everything they do is “evangelism,” he 
declares, this usually means that “very 
little evangelism is being practiced.” 


S congregation at 
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astor Schroeder (left) reads the “Lu- 


eran Messenger’ with blind man. 
eng 


i Light — Not Darkness 


4) January 1959 marks the 32d anni- 
‘Mersary of the Lutheran Messenger, 
‘idest of the four raised-type magazines 
jublished by the Board for Missions to 
"he Blind. Each month this Braille 
ublication reaches 1,300 blind and 
eaf-blind in America and in 27 for- 
ign countries. 

‘} During one week in September al- 
Gost 50 letters, many in Braille, were 
Meceived by the magazine’s editor, Rev. 
). C. Schroeder of Chicago. Many of 
i¥hese contain requests for guidance in 
piritual and moral problems; others 
ifxpress the deep gratitude of the blind 
(for this fine Christian literature. Here 
(are a few: 

) Seduva, Ceylon: “I read your Mes- 
‘enger, which you sent to others. I like 
t very much. Please send it also to 
me.” 

4 Auckland, N.Z.: “Please send me 
our excellent Braille magazine. I have 
hot received it lately.” 

iNew York, N.Y.: “I have just re- 
eived my copy of your Braille maga- 
zine. What a truly fine magazine it is, 
Wied with sound Bible doctrines. 

hank you!” 

Chicago, Ill.: “The Braille magazine 
is wonderful. Your church is doing 
a great work for the blind. I realize 
this more and more with every issue.” 

Dallas, Tex.: “I am most grateful to 
receive your Christian magazine; it is 
the best religious literature I receive. 
Each issue is such a comfort to my 
soul.” 


_ These and similar letters from India 
and Egypt, Japan and China, Australia 
and England, Scotland and Germany, 
Portugal and Jordan, Ethiopia and 
South Africa speak their thanks to 
members of the church for making this 
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magazine possible and for enriching the 
lives of blind Christians throughout the 
world. 

Other magazines published by the 
Board for Missions to the Blind include 
the Lutheran Herald (Moon type), 
Teen-Time (Braille and Sight-Saving 
type), and Der Bote (published in Ger- 
many). 


Anti-Christ Doctrine 
Seen Threat to Nigeria 


The church must combat “the anti- 
Christ doctrine threatening to engulf the 
so-called civilized world and to invade 
our young country — Nigeria,” Chief 
Obafemi Awolowo said in a congrat- 
ulatory message to eight Nigerian 
missionaries receiving Bachelor of The- 
ology degrees from the Higher Theo- 
logical Seminary in Igbaja, Nigeria. 

Most of Nigeria’s outstanding men 
in church and state, emphasized the 
premier and finance minister of Ni- 
geria’s Western Region, “are the prod- 
ucts of the selfless labors of the early 
missionaries who risked their personal 
comfort and lives to evangelize the 
country.” 

“As envisaged from the start by these 
pioneers,” he said, “the work of evan- 
gelization is rapidly passing into the 
hands of indigenous missionaries.” 

Chief Awolowo said the responsibil- 
ity of bringing the still “teeming mil- 
lions” of pagans in Nigeria “into the 
Christian fold rests mainly on the 
shoulders of Nigerian evangelists work- 
ing side by side with their European 
and American colleagues.” 


ERIC LIPPERT (right) presents 
a $1,000 Church Extension Fund cer- 
tificate to Leo E. Weeks in recognition 
of his 30 years of service to Lippert 
Bros., Inc., a practice he follows for all 
employees. Lippert, a member of the 
Oklahoma District Board of Directors, 
generously supports the Church Exten- 
sion Fund. 
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ON BEHALF OF SYNOD and for its 
help to the German people since World 
War II, Planning Counselor Lawrence 
B. Meyer (right) accepts the German 
Federal Republic’s Commander’s Cross 
of the Order of Merit. President John 
W. Behnken witnessed the presentation, 
made by Dr. Hans F. Schweigmann 
(left), German consul general in Kan- 
sas City. 


Protestant Missionaries 
Abroad Total 38,606 


A total of 38,606 American Prot- 
estant missionaries are serving in 
countries around the world, reports the 
National Council of Churches’ Division 
of Foreign Missions. 

In support of overseas work Prot- 
estant foreign missionary agencies in 
1957 received nearly $150,000,000, an 
increase of 11% over 1955. The figure 
represents an average gift of $2.34 for 
every American Protestant church 
member in 1957. 

The largest missionary force, the re- 
port shows, is still in south, southeast, 
and east Asia, including India, Pakistan, 
and Ceylon. 

Japan has the greatest number of 
North American missionary societies, 
with a total of 97, and India is a close 
second with 95. Next comes Taiwan 
(Formosa) with 52 agencies, a rise of 
50 since the last war. In the tiny area 
of Hong Kong 46 missionary agencies 
are listed. 

According to the report, the most 
notable increase appears in sub-Sahara 
Africa, where the percentage of. all 
American missionaries has risen from 
23.8% in 1952 to 31.87% in 1958. 

Within a few years, the Division of 
Foreign Missions cautioned, “the tides 
of nationalism and independence on the 
great continent of Africa may affect 
the number of American missionaries 
accepted.” 
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Ontario Church Gives 
$100 to Students 


Zion Lutheran Church, Dashwood, 
Ont., Canada, gave $100 to each stu- 
dent of the congregation at Concordia 
College, Edmonton. 

Prof. Walter M. Wangerin, president 
of the school, made the presentation in 
the presence of other students from 
Ontario. 

The record Edmonton enrollment of 
125 includes students from such distant 
areas as Ottawa, Vancouver Island, the 
Northwest Territories, and Illinois. 


Briefly Told 


Scholarship Fund. From its centen- 
nial offerings Holy Cross Church, Saint 
Louis, has set up a scholarship fund of 
$10,000. Annual grants up to $300 
will be made to members preparing for 
full-time service in the church. 


One of 50. Charles Burchfield, 
painter, member of Immanuel Lutheran 
Church, East Aurora, N. Y. (Rev. Vic- 
tor H. Neeb), was elected recently to 
the American Academy of Arts and 
Letters. Membership is limited to 50 
prominent persons chosen for special 
distinction from the 250 members of 
the National Institute of Arts and Let- 
ters, the academy’s parent body. 


Restore Released Time. The Russell, 
Mass., School Committee, reversing a 


“Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of 
Hosts; the whole earth is full of 
His glory.” Isaitau 6:3. 


THE HOLY TRINITY 


Over and over again Scripture 
tells us of the Holy Blessed Three. 
We speak of Them when we con- 
fess the Creed. Gratefully the heart 
acknowledges God the Father as 
Creator, God the Son as Redeemer, 
and God the Holy Ghost as Sancti- 
fier. All of life and all of faith are 
enriched by this truth. 

In ancient times every house was 
a symbol of the Trinity. The roof 
constituted a symbol of the shelter- 
ing power of God the Father. The 
walls, with their windows letting in 
the light, were symbolic of the 
Holy Ghost and the light of the 


oo 


President Wangerin presents gifts to Dashwood students 


June decision to drop released-time re- 
ligious instruction, has reinstated it, but 
subject to annual approval. 


$1,200 for Centers. The 260-mem- 
ber Lutheran Business Women of Saint 
Louis during December raised more 
than $1,200 in freewill offerings for 
the three Lutheran community centers 
it sponsors. The centers provide pro- 
grams of recreation and Bible study for 
children in deteriorating areas. 


Up 66% in Decade. Cash salaries 
of United Presbyterian pastors, accord- 
ing to Presbyterian Life, now average 
$5,142 annually, or $710 above the 
average for Protestant ministers in the 
U. S. Manse allowance brings the total 
to $6,049, a 60% rise since 1948. 


Hello Girl at 88. Mrs. Ernestine 
Hinrichs, 88, long-time widow of a Lu- 


A, Ohristian ey ymbols 


Word of God. Into this house, as 
into the world, Jesus must come. 
And so the Son of God was sol- 
emnly brought in, at the dedication 
of the home, in the form of a cru- 
cifix, or a simple cross, to adorn 
the wall over the hearth. Duran- 
dus, the “father” of symbolism, 
carries the original thought of the 
home over into the church. The 
ceiling becomes the overruling 
power of God; windows, the Holy 
Spirit; the altar, Christ, the Son 
of God, come to sacrifice Himself 
for us. 

Every symbol of the Holy Trin- 
ity is incomplete and unsatisfactory. 
Feebly we try to represent the great 
and mysterious theological truth of 
three Persons in one divine Essence 
by using the figure of a triquetra — 
the three-leaved interlacement, or 
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theran day school teacher, still operates 
the telephone switchboard for the Saini 
Paul, Ill., exchange. She is a member 
of St. Paul’s Church there. 


Nine-State Broadcast. After 500 con- 
secutive broadcasts since 1949, “Your 
Hour with God,” radio mission o 
First Lutheran Church of Omaha, 
Nebr., on Dec. 14 expanded to six 
stations, with 5,000,000 potential listen 
ers Over a nine-state area. 


Murder Victims. The mother and 
the four children of the Thomas Pen- 
dergast family, murdered Dec. 12,, 
1958, by a young man they had be-- 
friended, were members of First Lu-- 
theran Church, El Cajon, Calif. (Rev.. 
Gordon Mackensen). James Bullock,, 
found murdered in Forest Park, Saint: 
Louis, Dec. 17, was a member of Im-- 
manuel Church (Rev. John Oppliger).. 


the three interlocked circles — to 
emphasize the eternity of all three 
Persons; or the equilateral triangle 
and all the combinations associated 
with it. Sometimes we even use the 
old theological symbol which is 
represented in the synodical Cate- 
chism, page 49. Here the emphasis 
is on distinguishing between the 
three Persons of the Holy Blessed 
Trinity and yet emphasizing their 
oneness. 

Representations in wood, glass, 
painting, and stone are always in- 
teresting and sometimes very beau- 
tiful, but there is nothing more 
beautiful in all the world than 
a person living his life in the faith 
of Jesus Christ, as a child of God, 
his heavenly Father, led by the 
Holy Spirit in all his ways. 

ADALBERT R. KRETZMANN 
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“ARISE, 


By GEORGE M. KRACH 


IN THE GOSPEL FOR EPIPHANY, the 
entile Christmas,” we see the first 
ntiles, the Wise Men from the East, 
low the star to Bethlehem. There they 
fully fall down before the newborn 
vior, worship Him, and present Him 
h gifts. 

We, too, would worship our Savior 
1 offer Him costly gifts. What better 
y of doing this than to bring to 
ers that Light which has appeared 
us? The Lord says: ‘Arise, shine!” 


These words of Isaiah, spoken to the 
1 Testament Zion, are addressed also 
us, members of the church of God. 
all who turn to Him the Lord prom- 
s a Redeemer from all sin, the Mes- 
h, His Holy Spirit, His Word, and 
» assurance of eternal salvation. We 
1 sing with Simeon: “Mine eyes have 
m Thy salvation, which Thou hast 
spared before the face of all people, 
ight to lighten the Gentiles and the 
ory of Thy people Israel.” 


Since God has prepared and given us 
+h salvation, we follow the Lord’s 
ding and let the saving light shine 
fo all men. “Arise, shine; for thy 
ht is come.” 

Many, many know not the Savior in 
3 saving glory and so sit in darkness 
1 in the shadow of death. God, 
wever, would not have it thus. He 
s to us, whom He has enlightened 
h the life-light: “Arise, shine!” 
use yourself, and bring to others 
light that shines upon you. As the 
on unfailingly reflects the light of 
-sun, so each child of God should 
the light of salvation in Christ shine 
(o other men, so that they too may 
rescued from destruction. Our Lord 
s us: “Arise, shine!” 


Surely, with all our powers and 
ers, with our life and witness, with 
- gifts and sacrifices we want to do 
at we can as grateful children to 
ng the light of salvation to the world. 
Spiphany is the first and the real 
ssion festival of the church. If we 
» all out” for missions now, we 
ll not fail to do so, either, at our 
sion festival or in our weekly con- 
yutions. The need is great. God’s 
vation is greater. “Arise, shine!” 


[he prophet had predicted: “The 
ntiles shall come to thy light... . 
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“Adoration of the Magi,’ wood carving by Joseph Wolters 


They shall bring gold and incense, and 
they shal! show forth the praises of 
the Lord.” What a promise to His 
Zion, His believers, His church, to en- 
courage them in His work! 


The Magi were the first Gentiles 
to be led to Christ and His church. 
Through the ages, though some Jews 
always came, it was especially the Gen- 
tiles who streamed to Him. The first- 
century Christians practically filled the 
known world with the Gospel; a million 
are said to have been converted. The 
church grew and continues to grow. 

Think of the many growing missions 
in. various heathen lands, particularly 
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in new fields since World War H. We 
rejoice at such a blessing. 


Light we are, and as light we should 
let the light of salvation in Christ shine 
unto all the world that the Lord may 
according to His will lead multitudes 
of men thereto. Our Savior says: “Ye 
are the light of the world. A city that 
is set on an hill cannot be hid. Neither 
do men light a candle and put it under 
a bushel but on a candlestick; and it 
giveth light unto all that are in the 
house. Let your light so shine before 
men that they may see your good works 
and glorify your Father which is in 
heaven,” Matt. 5:14-16. “Arise, shine!” 
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By DAVID S. SCHULLER 


The young man gazed at the painti 
for a long time. “The picture is suf 
posed to depict hope,” he said to hi 
self. Looking again at the picture, hi 
fastened his eyes on the lute in thj 
girl’s hand. The message was simples 
Every string was broken except one 
But she continued to play the remainin; 
string. As the young man turned away 
he thought bitterly, “What happen: 
when the last string breaks?” 

The question haunts us as we turr 
the corner of another year. We have 
faced life thus far. Problems have 
come. The signs of advancing age 
frighten us. The “rat race” of the jott 
keeps us running. We listen to the late 
news and slowly shake our head. An- 
other bill for repairs on the car. Six 
more days until payday. 

But the last string is always there. 
Terror grips us when we even dare to 
glance in its direction. A mother 
chokes back a sob as she says of her 
sleeping youngster, “I don’t think 
I could go on if something happened 
to him.” Another woman steadily tries 
to keep from diagnosing what is wrong 
with her physically. Better death now. 
—In the hushed minute in which the 
mind is quiet, each can name his “last 


string.” But what happens when it 
breaks? 


Anxiety 


The fear fashioned in our minds is 
of the same shape as that which we find 
in the world outside. Anxiety. Inse- 
curity. Fear. At times they seem to 
form a vast fog which blankets modern 
life. Like fog, it darkens even the light. 
Its coldness chills. And somehow, when 
we try to fight it, nothing is there. 

Thinkers in our day confirm our sus: 
picion. There is something different 
about our fear. It is more widespread. 
Yet it is harder to pin down. 


THE LUTHERAN WITNES: 


Jur age is not the first in which 
have been fearful of things to 
e,” declared the St. Louis seminary 
Ity in a statement on “The Present 
cal World Situation” (WiTNEss, 
m; 1958, page 11) 
fet it is the first time,” the state- 
t continues, “that all men every- 
re fear the same thing at the same 
—man’s total destruction of him- 
by himself.” ; 
he noted French writer and _phi- 
Sher, Albert Camus, also explained 
age. Sweeping back to compare us 
our ancestors, he concluded that 
century has been characterized by 
specific item. He described the 
century as the Age of Mathe- 
cs, the 18th as the Age of Physical 
ace, and the 19th as the Age of 
9gy. He looked long at the 20th 
ury; finally he labeled it ‘““The Cen- 
of Fear.” 
it we gain the most penetrating 
standing of the age when we dis- 
lish the anxiety of our day from the 
, Of past ages. Fear usually arises 
1 something definite. The toddler 
ims when a dog runs toward her. 
heart pounds when my car goes 
a spin on a slick highway. Coming 
e alone at night, we are startled by 
dden movement in the dark. That 
ar; we know why we are afraid. 


“What's Wrong with Me?” 


ur day is characterized by anxiety, 
it has the same results as fear, 
without the specific causes. We are 
ous about our health, but the doc- 
say we are in good shape physically. 
are anxious about the future, but 
ality we have as much security as 
me could expect. We are anxious 
it our children, even though they 
rently are adjusting to life. 
owever, anxiety is a condition on 
inside, not circumstances on the 
de. All the danger alarms are 
zing in our minds, but we don’t 
v what set them off. Anxiety shows 
ur restlessness and irritability. It 
yg in the pace of our rushing. 
ows in our desperate desire to be- 
that when we possess the next 
on our endless list of dreams, we 
be happy and contented. We reso- 
y banish the thought that the prob- 
may lie deeper. 

the rare moment of calm, of 
st prayers, of really looking at 
slves we ask individually, “God, 
’s wrong with me?” Here we come 
real center of our anxiety. Does 
ise because we are adrift without 
as the real Center of our lives? 
; it increase because we then cast 
t for other handholds, only to find 
. tearing loose? 
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A great American churchman saw 
this. “Deep anxiety,” he said, “comes 
from having put our trust in something 
that is ultimately untrustworthy.” We 
insure our lives, but we can’t assure 
against the breaking of the last string. 


Hope 

Let’s take the great leap and imagine 
that the last string does break. Our 
contemporaries are of little help here. 
The profound among them make de- 
tailed studies of the psychological reac- 
tions of grief. The simple mutter some- 
thing about “time healing all.” 

In this setting of despair we are able 
honestly to confront what God means 
when He offers us hope. Many New 
Testament writers speak confidently of 
this hope. Peter, for example, exults 
that by God’s great mercy we have 
been born anew to a living hope 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead. 

This hope takes over when the last 
string breaks. This hope speaks pecul- 
iarly to our day. We are, for the most 
part, a skeptical lot; we like to believe 
that we look at facts in the cold light 
of day. There is no ostrich quality 
here. God doesn’t ask us to pretend 
that everything is all right. He doesn’t 
suggest that our problems will disap- 
pear. No, it is a world of evil and 
heartache, of cruelty and sentimentality. 

A Christian can agree with T. S. 
Eliot’s description of us as hollow men: 
“We are bewildered, timid, fearful, ir- 
resolute . . . likely to end our course 
not with a bang but a whimper.” God 
says we are to hope —not with the 
expectation that the problem will melt 
—jin the very moment in which the 
foundations of life crack and we are 
too stunned even to speak. Hope is 
fearfully realistic. 


“Made It Again!” 


A second thing must be said of hope: 
It is based entirely on God. A hope 
is not the same as a wish. It is not the 
projection of our desires upon the fu- 
ture. Actually there is an aspect of 
hope which looks backward. It looks 
back to an event — the event in which 
God knifed redemptively into our 
world. 

The cry of a baby disturbs for a mo- 
ment the quiet of a Palestinian night. 

A traveling preacher maintains that 
the promises of God are fulfilled in 
Him. 

From a cross comes a cry of desola- 
tion. 

For the first time in history a sealed 
tomb is emptied — from the inside. 
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This is hope: a confident clinging to 
this Christ, who has fashioned the flow 
of history in the past and today still 
casts His plan for us in the form of 
love. 

Hope comes from God; but we must 
add: Hope rests in God as we move 
toward the future. We can almost say 
that it is a “by-product” of living with 
our hand in God’s. 

To so many of us God is the divine 
fire escape. We use our human stair- 
cases until the emergency arises. When 
the fire rages out of control, we dash 
for the fire escape and slam the fire 
door, gasping, “Made it again!” 

But God will not be so used; He 
will not permit Himself to be manipu- 
lated by His creatures. Hope is not the 
spiritual equivalent of a sedative. Hope 
is a holding on to God. It is faith as 
it looks toward the future. It is holding 
on to God for His own sake. It is 
assurance that His will is being worked 
out. 

Between Two Events 


Hope, in other words, is not de- 
pendent upon outer circumstances or 
inner moods. Hope is not to be like 
a weather vane which veers with every 
change of conditions. We tend to have 
faith as long as the gentle winds waft 
from the south; it fades as the northern 
blasts strike. 

Humanly we would have expected 
a man like Niemoeller to become dis- 
couraged as he sat in prison during the 
last war. He was behind bars because 
he had spoken out courageously against 
the Nazi regime in the name of the 
church. The weary months passed. He 
never knew when he might be executed. 
In those dark days he wrote a letter to 
his congregation in Berlin. The words 
breathe hope: “Let us thank God that 
He upholds me as He does and allows 
no spirit of despair to enter into Cell 
448. . . . I hope to be ready when 
I am led along paths which I never 
would have sought myself.” 

As we confess the Apostles’ Creed, 
we pause between the words “He 
ascended into heaven” and “He shall 
come.” All human life is lived in the 
moment between these two events. That 
moment may be dogged by disappoint- 
ment; dreams may be crushed by bitter- 
ness; the future may seem bleak and 
dreary. Anxiety may cast its pall 
over us. 

But hope strikes the chord of cour- 
age. It is the sun which dissipates the 
fog. It is the undergirding joy locked 
at the core of all sorrow. In the words 
of an ancient Christian, God has turned 
our “sunsets into a sunrise.” 

This is the direction in which God 
points — when the last string breaks! 
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WITNESS COMMENT 


Missionary to America 


Pronouncements that the day may come when “for- 
eign” missionaries will bring the Christian message to 
our land of light may sound highly colored and un- 
realistic. But now it has happened. 

BAKHT SINGH BECOMES MISSIONARY TO 
AMERICA reads the headline in Conquest for Christ, 
publication of International Students, Inc. Singh, a con- 
vert from Sikhism (Hindu sect), works among exchange 
students under sponsorship of ISI; he represents an 
indigenous Christian body in India. 

“T have not come to America to ask for money,” says 
Singh as he preaches in churches from coast to coast. 
“You feel sorry for us in India because of our poverty 
in material things. We who know the Lord in India feel 
sorry for you in America because of your spiritual 
poverty.” 

Christians in India, he continues, pray that “God 
may give you the gold tried in the fire which He has 
promised to those who know the power of His resur- 
rection. 

“Here you have a great dependence on posters and 
advertising and promotion and the build-up of a human 
being to attract people to meetings. In India we have 
nothing more than the Lord Himself, and we find that 
He is sufficient. When the people come, they come to 
seek the Lord and not a human being or to hear some 
special favorite speak to them. ... We are praying that 
people in America might also have a hunger for God 
and not merely for some form of amusement.” 

Singh’s message hits home! 


Is TV Hurting the Church? 


“They can come and take out my TV set any time,” 
said a young housewife. “I’m getting tired of it.” 

“And I’m fed up on Westerns!” her friend com- 
mented. “I’ve seen so many that I can’t even tolerate 
a good one.” 

Is it any wonder that TV fare becomes monotonous 
and stale? The Lord never intended that we should be 
entertained 24 hours a day! 

A few years ago church members were saying, 
“Don’t plan any church affairs on Sunday evening. 
That’s TV night in our house.” 

Today the church with a vital program has nothing 
to fear in TV. Few Christian men and women would 
prefer watching TV to serving the Lord. What the 
church offers must, of course, be vital; it must give a 
sense of achievement for God. Endless meetings in 
which little or nothing is accomplished can frustrate 
even vigorous Christians. 


In view of a sagging interest in TV offerings we 
ought to thank God for “This Is the Life.” Seven years 
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ago our church went into TV without any experie 
God so directed the committee that the program was 
“hit” from the very beginning. It offers enough drama 
content to hold the interest of a noncaptive audience 
still weaves the Gospel message into every episode. 

Continued public interest in “This Is the Life” cov 
not be maintained without God’s abundant. blessit 


of TV to declare the miracle of all time: “God was: 
Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself.” 


A Better Yield in 1959? 


“Twenty-Acre Field Brings Yield of 60 Bushels 
Acre.” Behind this statement in the farm journal ] 
a story. Eight years ago the field produced only “ 
crops,” even with the best methods of plowing, prepari 
the seed bed, and cultivating, even with ideal weatha 

The farmer changed his methods. He followed 
recommendations of the state university agriculture a 
partment and after a thorough soil test applied the pro 
amounts of fertilizer. The first year the yield improve 
With the same program each year the field finally pr 
duced 60 bushels of corn per acre —no record but 1 
better than before. 

What will your life yield this year? Your harvest 
godliness will relate directly to your use of God’s Wo1 
Whether you will add to your Christian faith the fru 
Peter mentions in his Second Epistle — virtue, knoy 
edge, temperance, patience, godliness, brotherly ki 
ness, love — will depend on your use of God’s gifts 
Christ. 

God’s Gospel and His spiritual blessings in the Lore 
Supper can enrich your life and make it more fruitft 


In an Instant 


Amid the charred wreckage of Our Lady of th 
Angels Parochial School in Chicago was a blackboai 
with these words still visible: “Come, Little Lord, He: 
Ise ihyeBed. 


None of the dead pupils could have known he 

soon this prayer was to be fulfilled for them. Perhaj 
the prayer had been written earlier the same day. Ar 
suddenly they did meet the Lord. 
Christians speak easily and often lightly of the cor 
ing of Jesus. All of us pray “Thy kingdom come” in th 
Lord’s Prayer. Automatically — often without real é! 
pectation — we join in prayers asking God to prepa 
us for His final coming. 

But how many of us realize that our prayers cou 
be answered in an instant? Do we need disaster - 
remind us of the realities of death and judgment? 


THE LUTHERAN WITNE 


By RUDOLPH L. GEFFERT 
Harvard, IIl. 


Some things God gives 
often, some He gives but once. 
The flowers of spring return 
again and again, but youth 
comes twice to none. No part 
[ the year 1958 can be lived over. If its opportunities 
ere wisely and faithfully improved, let us be glad and 
ateful; if otherwise, let us learn from the past to im- 
rove the future. 

As we stand at the opening gates of the new year, 
t us forget our doubts regarding the mysteries of 
od’s Word and providence. The fact that we cannot 
nderstand a thing is no evidence whatever that it is 
ot true. There are a thousand mysteries in nature 
hich no one does or can understand, but they are the 
cts nevertheless. 

Let us forget our sorrows. In the most sheltered 
fe, storms and disappointments will come, but they 
10uld be accepted so as to become wings and not 
eights. 

Let us forget our successes. If we have been more 
yrtunate than others, let us be grateful but not con- 
sited or unsympathetic. 


Let us forget our sins. Forget them not in the sense 
lat we are indifferent and unrepentant, but in the sense 
at we wish our friends and fellow men to forget any 
isappointments we may have caused. Forget in the 
mse intended by the Scripture which says: “Though 
Jur sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; 
ough they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.” 


For a Happy New Year 


GUEST EDITORIAL 


Editor, Northern Illinois Messenger 


Let us drop our unfortunate past experiences into 
the world of oblivion. We should never recall a dis- 
agreeable memory or mistake unless it be to arm our- 
selves against falling into further errors. Let us profit 
by the lessons our mistakes have taught, but let us not 
morbidly brood over them. 

There are also things which should be remembered 
and observed in the new year. Among these are grati- 
tude for the many blessings which we enjoy, apprecia- 
tion of any kindness shown us, sympathy for all less 
fortunate than ourselves. 

Resolve to place the best reasonable construction on 
the actions and words of others. 

Resolve to think and speak kindly of others so far 
as truth and justice will permit. 

Standing at the opening gates of the new year, we 
should remember that no lasting joy or permanent bene- 
fit to ourselves can be purchased at the expense of other 
people. 

Ask God for a new heart, a Spirit-regenerated and 
illuminated heart, a penitent heart, a praying and Christ- 
trusting heart, a pardoned heart, a morally tender and 
loving heart, an obedient and happy heart. 

Our heavenly Father is waiting to bestow this gift. 
By the mouth of the prophet He promises: “A new heart 
also will I give you” (Ezek. 36:26). He will give it to 
all who truly want it and show their sincere desire by 
prayer and supplication. Get this gift, and the year of our 
Lord 1959 will be the happiest you have ever known. 


What’s the Meaning? 


describe a wonderful truth. Basically 


Pastors and lay leaders frequently 


the sight of God,” Luke 16:15. 
Before we have received the Spirit 

of God, we look rather good to our- 

selves. We excuse ourselves for ali 


use words which are not always fully 
understood by the average member 
or the new convert. Some of the 
words are found in the Bible; others 
have traditional church usage. To 
help readers become familiar with 
these terms, “What’s the Meaning?” 
will offer an explanation of some of 
them. 


JUSTIFICATION 


You have often heard your pastor 
speak of justification by faith. This 
is the primary doctrine of the Lu- 
theran Church. What does “justifi- 
cation” mean? 

The word is used in the, Bible to 
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“to justify” means to make just, to 
make righteous. It also means to 
“declare just.” By nature we are not 
holy and righteous. But for the sake 
of the perfect sacrifice of Jesus, God 
declares us to be just and holy. “To 
him that . . . believeth on Him that 
justifieth the ungodly, his faith is 
counted for righteousness,” Romans 
4:5. “By Him [Jesus] all that be- 
lieve are justified from all things 
from which ye could not be justified 
by the Law of Moses,” Acts 13:39. 

Natural man always tries to justify 
himself. Jesus said to the Pharisees: 
“Ye are they which justify yourselves 
before men, but God knoweth your 
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that is wrong and try to make our- 
selves “just.” This is self-justifica- 
tion, or justification by works. God, 
who looks at the heart, must con- 
demn such an individual, whether he 
is a Roman Catholic, a Methodist, a 
Baptist, or a Lutheran. But He justi- 
fies the repentant sinner who believes 
in Jesus, whether he is a Roman 
Catholic, a Methodist, a Baptist, or 
a Lutheran. 

To all Christians there is no more 
precious word than justification, un- 
less it be the name “Jesus,” through 
whom we are justified by faith. 


FREDERIC NIEDNER 


‘a 
hearts; for that which is highly es- 
teemed among men is abomination in 
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Covered wagons bring worshipers to the Imbituva, Brazil, church, which lists 1,800 souls ane 
200 ladies’ aid members. 


Souls in Latin Ameri 
BRAZI 


Church and school, Santa Rosa, 
where area congregations 
operate one of three Lutheran 
high schools in Brazil. 


In rural areas 
horseback. 


For congregational singing a brass band takes the place 
of an organ. 


Members paint a rural church, one of 18 
affiliates of Concordia parish, Arabuta, Brazil. 
Total membership: 2,078 souls. 


HIRST FOR GOD 


Two PANEL PAINTINGS in the Lutheran church at Im- 
uva, Brazil, symbolize our mission work in Latin America. 
One of the paintings depicts Psalm 42:1: “As the hart 
nteth after the water brooks, so panteth my soul after 
ae, ©) Gone 

The rugged mountains in the background suggest the 
ficulty of our mission in Brazil. We originally established 
urches for German-speaking people in the cities of south- 
stern Brazil. During World War I the government barred 
- use of the German language. Since then only Portuguese 
; been used. 

-The challenge is to reach the unchurched millions in 
rthern, western, and central Brazil. This country is as 
ge as the United States and Alaska combined. 

Our college and seminary at Porto Alegre, which 
‘olls 192 students, has provided most of the pastors 
1 teachers now active in Brazil. Only six missionaries 
1 three professors have come from the United States. 
Our church in Brazil numbers 102,000 souls, with 
900 communicants in 776 congregations and preaching 
tions, served by 104 pastors. 

“As the hart panteth after the water brooks,” so the 
ninally Roman Catholic but spiritually illiterate people 
it for our church to quench their thirst for God. 

The Gospel, which alone can slake soul-thirst, is sym- 
ized by the crucifix in the second panel painting. The 
ly Spirit (the dove) is waiting to impart the grace of 
d through the Word and the Sacraments. 


THIRST 


The left half of this house in Campo Aleg 
serves as a chapel. Building materials incluc 
bamboo, jungle vines, and tobacco fronds. 


REPRESENTATIVE OF OUR WORK in Venezuela 
the picture of Rev. Henry Zeuch conducting 
outdoor service. Small groups like this gather « 
a number of preaching places he serves. 


Contrast Pastor Zeuch’s field organ and the mod! 
ern folding chair with the thatched-roof home ana 
the jungle background. In many ways the pictur 
‘symbolizes the difficulty of reaching the people o 
Venezuela with the Gospel. 


Our missionaries and their parishioners in Argen: 
tina, Uruguay, Paraguay, and Chile labor in faith 
and hope. They need our prayers, for their countriez 
are filled with men, women, and children dying od 
thirst without the Water of Life. 


Chapel in Vina Del Mar, Chile, nears completion. A $20,000 
LWML grant aided this project. 


VENEZUELA 


Pastor Zeuch plays camp organ in 
Venezuela, then conducts Bible class. 


Pastors of the Arcentine Distros 


utheran pastors of Mexico (l.—r.): Juan Ibarra, Alfonso 
le la Fuente, Rey. and Mrs. Clemens Zehnder, Felix Segovia, 
Janiel Saavedra, Arnulfo Dominguez. 


CENTRAL 
AMERICA 


ViIsITORS IN LaTIN AMERICA often remark about the 
eauty and grandeur of colonial churches dotting the 
Ountryside. Many stand empty, however, because of the 
ack of Roman Catholic clergy. 


Pope Pius XII a few days before his death called upon 
atin-American prelates to train 135,000 priests for im- 
nediate service. Only in the larger cities are Roman clergy 
ound in abundance. 


The common people are often left to fend for themselves. 
‘or many millions, religious processions are the sole spiritual 
xercise, for they seldom see a priest. 


Some few Latin Americans always seek deeper religious 
atisfaction. A group in eastern El Salvador, for example, 
n 1952 formed a Bible-study group. Later services were 
eld there and in severa] nearby villages. The lay leader is 
tudying for the Lutheran ministry. 

_In other areas parents desire a school that will give their 
hildren an education based on Bible truth, free from 
ormalism and fanaticism. The Clara Maass parochial school 
n Havana, Cuba, enrolls some eighty children, taught by 
our native Lutherans. 


Members of first Bible-study group in Pasaquina, El Sal- 
vador. Behind organist Marta Julia de Mejia stands Mis- 
sionary Gerhard Kempff. 
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Laymen help build chapel in Zacapa, Guatemala. 


Of major importance to our mission work is the develop- 
ment of a national ministry to preach the Gospel to their 
own people. In November the national pastors of Mexico 
held their annual conference in the Mexico City Good 
Shepherd parish, which serves English-speaking Lutherans 
in that capital. 


No true church of the people strikes root and grows 
unless the laymen themselves have a vital part in its estab- 
lishment and outreach. Often money is hard to come by, 
but time and talents can be shared. Two members of the 
Zacapa, Guatemala, parish who helped build their chapel 
show how laymen take an active part in the Lord’s work. 


Pupils of the Clara Maass school in Havana, Cuba, salute flag during civic exercises 


Proverbs 


The Honest Businessman 


Proverbs 11:1; 20:14: “A false bal- 
ance is an abomination to the Lord, 
but a just weight is His delight. ... It 
is naught, it is naught, saith the buyer; 
but when he is gone his way, then he 
boasteth.” 


We have heard much in recent times 
about corruption in government and 
about questionable business practices 
which have engaged the attention of 
congressional _ investigators. These 
abuses are symptomatic of the greed 
and materialism which dwell in man’s 
heart and subvert his ideals. 


The writer of Proverbs shows that 
the desire for gain acquired by dishon- 
est means and at the expense of some- 
one else characterizes both the seller 
and the buyer. 


“A false balance is an abomination 
to the Lord.” The merchant who gives 
his customer short weight, the dealer 
who mislabels his goods, the salesman 
who conceals the defects of his prod- 
uct— all of these may deceive the 


buyer, but their trickery does not escape — 


the divine scorn. 


Similarly, the buyer who cheats the 
seller by depriving him of a just price 
for his goods is equally blameworthy. 
“It is naught, it is naught, saith the 
buyer; but when he is gone his way, 
then he boasteth.” Driving down the 
price of an article by berating its value 
is sheer dishonesty. 


_ The “shady deal,” the “fast dollar,” 
the stock-market “killing” leave an in- 
delible stain upon the soul. The eternal 
precept “Thou shalt not steal” is not 
_ so elastic as to tolerate dubious prac- 
_ tices just because they pass as “good 
business.” 


' But it is quite possible to be a Chris- 
_ tian businessman and to adhere to the 
ideals of fairness and honesty in the 
market place. This may not be the 
_ road to quick and easy riches, but it 
_is the only policy that wins divine ap- 
proval. “A just weight is His delight.” 
_ The example of many a Christian 
businessman gives evidence of the bless- 
ing that God bestows upon him who 
is upright and honest in his dealings, 
who purveys his wares only at their 
real worth. Such a man shows that he 
places true value only upon that eternal 
treasure which is secured by the prom- 
ise of God. THOMAS CoaTES 
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Which name among the authors and 
translators in The Lutheran Hymnal 
occurs most often? Luther, Gerhardt, 
Watts, Wesley? Surely it must be one 
of these, for each one is represented 
by more than a score of hymns. Yet 
the name most often appended to hymns 
is that of a woman: Catherine Wink- 
worth, English translator of 73 hymns 
in our book of praise. Who was this 
remarkable woman, and what led hym- 
nal compilers for nearly a century to 
include her translations in most English 
Protestant hymnals? 


Life 

Miss Winkworth was born in Lon- 
don. Her grandfather was an evan- 
gelical clergyman and her father a silk 
merchant. Her early life was spent near 
Manchester and her later life near 
Bristol. She was educated at home by 
governesses and under the tutelage of 
prominent clergymen. She spent a year 
in Dresden, Germany, studying Ger- 
man and music. In 1878 she went to 
Monnetier in Savoy, France, not far 
from Geneva, to take care of an invalid 
nephew. Here she died of a heart attack 
at the age of 50 and was buried in 
the Protestant churchyard. 


Miss Winkworth promoted higher 
education for women, but her claim to 
fame rests on her many incomparable 
translations of hymns from the land 
of Luther. Her work in this field places 
her foremost in rank and popularity. 


Translations 


Translating poetry from a foreign 
language into poetical English is not 
easy. To transfer the idiom of lyrics 
requires a thorough understanding of 
the language and considerable technical 
skill in handling such devices as rhythm, 
meter, rhyme, vowel tone. Catherine 
Winkworth possessed both the linguistic 
knowledge and the poetical skill. 


Stimulated by other successful 19th- 
century English translators of German 
hymns, such as the Borthwick sisters, 
Jane and Sarah (Nos. 410, 420, orld): 
Frances Elizabeth Cox (366, 546); 
Richard Massie (103, 104, 247, 387, 
500); Arthur Tozer Russell (75, 92, 
312, 319), Catherine Winkworth be- 
came the most outstanding translator of 
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Christian Hymns 


Translator Beyond Compare 


German hymns. She is faithful to tha 
original. Her style is smooth, he: 
phraseology felicitous. Her renderings 

are eminently singable. More than anyy 
other translator she caught the spirit otf 
the great Lutheran hymns of the 16t 
and 17th centuries and thus enrichec 
English hymnody. 


Favorites 


Is it an exaggeration to say that 
hardly a Sunday, certainly no season 
of the church year, passes in Lutheran} 
church services without the singing of: 
a translated hymn of Catherine Wink-- 
worth? Thousands of children and. 
adults have memorized favorites which 
this sweet singer has given us in Eng- 
lish dress. It would take many pages 
to comment even briefly on her 73 
hymns. Here are a few samples: 


Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty 

Blessed Jesus, at Thy Word 

Jehovah, Let Me Now Adore Thee 

Now Thank We All Our God 

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 

From Heaven Above 

Christ, the Life of All the Living 

Christ the Lord Is Risen Again 

All Glory Be to God on High 

We All Believe in One True God 

Dearest Jesus, We Are Here 

Soul, Adorn Thyself with Gladness 

O Living Bread from Heaven 

O God, Thou Faithful God 

If Thou But Suffer God to Guide Thee 

Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying 

Jerusalem, Thou City Fair and High 

What a glorious hymnological chorus! 

Is it too much to hope that when 
we sing these magnificent hymns, we 
send a prayer of gratitude heavenward 
for God’s gift of this English woman 
who, though she wrote no original 
hymn, left a living monument by per- 
petuating pearls of German Lutheran 
hymns for our worship of praise? 


During this Epiphany season it is 
appropriate to call attention to Miss 
Winkworth’s excellent translation of the 
great Epiphany hymn “O Jesus, King 
of Glory” (No. 130), by the Silesian 
pastor Martin Behm (1557—1622), 
prolific author and best hymn writer 
of his time. The translator has caught 
the warmth and beauty of the adoration 
and personal appeal of the original. 


L.B. 
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What's the 


ANSWER ? 


@ Does stewardship apply to pastors? 


@ What is an adiaphoron? 


e@ Has Baptism replaced circumcision? 


_ Public offense — public confession? 


Question: Are Christian pas- 
?| tors exempt from the obliga- 

tions of Christian steward- 
ip? 
Answer: No child of God is exempt 
ym the obligations of Christian stew- 
iship. All are expected to present 
ir bodies as living sacrifices to God 
om.12:1); all have entrusted to 
2m certain gifts and talents which 
2y are to use and develop to the glory 
God and the edification of the church 
Dins2t2:6-8; 1 Cor. 12:8-11); all 
juld put their time, talent, and treas- 
> to work for their Lord by spread- 
r the Gospel and helping the poor 
d needy. (Matt. 25:14-30, 34-45) 
Concerning financial contributions it 
well to remember that in the Old 
stament even the Levites, who re- 
ved the tithe from the Children of 
ael, were required to pay their tithe 
um. 18:25-28). We believe that by 
1 large our pastors and teachers have 
jays been keenly alive to their re- 
mnsibility. Clear evidence of this is 
ir willingness to give their sons and 
ighters to the Lord as pastors and 
chers of the church. 
eet all of us take heed that we be 
hful stewards over the trust which 
Lord has placed into our hands. 
the day of Christ’s return in glory 
h will be on his own and will have 


answer for himself. 

| the term “adiaphora,” which 
is frequently mentioned in 

s column? 


Question: Will you explain 


4nswer: Literally, an adiaphoron is 
indifferent matter, one that makes 
difference. Adiaphora are neutral 
tters which in themselves are neither 
it nor wrong, neither beneficial nor 
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harmful, neither commanded nor for- 
bidden by God. They are matters of 
Christian liberty which a child of God 
may normally do or leave undone as 
he chooses. 


There are various kinds of adiaphora. 
We might mention our daily occupation, 
getting married, partaking of food and 
drink, smoking, recreation, carrying in- 
surance, etc. In church life we might 
think of organizational and administra- 
tional arrangements, liturgical practices, 
such as observing the church year, using 
altar and pulpit hangings, crucifixes 
and candles, wearing clerical garments, 
establishing fixed ceremonies, and the 
like. 


These and similar things are matters 
of Christian liberty, which we may do 
or not do, as we choose, so long as in 
doing them we exercise moderation, ob- 
serve the principles of good stewardship, 
guard against offending weak brethren 
or “them that are without,” and never 
do things against our conscience or 
when in doubt. 

Pertinent Scripture portions for fruit- 
ful study are Rom. 14:1 to 15:3; 1 Cor. 


Sy OH iUMEs22 Coll 2a N@, 7. 
tism replaced circumcision as 

: the sacrament of initiation 
into God’s kingdom for the people 
of the New Testament? 


Question: Has infant Bap- 


Answer: Circumcision, though insti- 
tuted by God (Gen. 17:9-13) and not 
to be refused by the people of the Old 
Testament under penalty of rejection 
as covenant-breakers (Gen. 17:14), has 
no place in the Christian church as a 
religious rite or ceremony or sacrament. 
It was abolished along with other Old 
Testament rites and ceremonies (Eph. 
2:11-15) and in such a manner that 
those-who regard it as necessary to sal- 
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vation lose their share in the salvation 
wrought by Christ. (Gal. 5:2) 


To be sure, circumcision may be 


practiced for hygienic reasons, but 
never as a matter of religion. Holy 
Baptism has taken its place. Christ 


Himself received both (Luke 2:21: 
a72)ymand sin Col. 211 12e.Stapannl 
calls Baptism the circumcision made 
without hands. 


Yet it is not adequate to say that we 
practice infant Baptism because it has 
replaced circumcision. We practice it 
on the strength of the Great Commis- 
sion (Matt. 28:18-20), believing that 
children belong to all nations, that be- 
cause of their sins they need to be born 
again (John 3:5), that regeneration can 
ordinarily be effected in them through 
Baptism only, that they, too, can be- 
lieve (Matt. 18:6), and that God’s 
promise of grace extends also to them. 
(Actsi223:8539)) 


Question: Is it proper to de- 

mand that one who has given 

ed offense to the entire congre- 

gation make a_ public confession 
before the entire congregation? 


Answer: The essential thing is that 
the offender, with a contrite heart and 
with a sincere confession, takes his 
transgression to his God as soon as he 
realizes his sin and that he firmly 
believes that his gracious Father in 
heaven will pardon him for Jesus’ sake. 

But that is not sufficient. A private 
confession to God does not eliminate 
the necessity of making due apology to 
the congregation. Being responsible for 
the souls in their charge, the pastor and 
members of a church need to know 
whether the individual is truly penitent 
(Acts 20:28: Heb. 13:17). That is ac- 
complished either by a written confes- 
sion or by priyate confession to the pas- 
tor and/or the board of elders. 


It may be that a truly penitent sinner, 
alarmed at the grievous offense he gave 
and desirous of safeguarding others 
against the temptations to which he fell 
victim, will request or agree to the sug- 
gestion that he appear in person before 
the assembled congregation to remove 
the scandal he caused. This procedure 
may under certain circumstances be 
suggested, but it is neither necessary 
nor advisable for a congregation to de- 
mand it. Beneficial as it may prove, such 
procedure is not required in Holy Writ 
and must not be legalistically insisted 
upon, least of all when the offense was 
neither scandalous nor generally known. 
Insistence on a public confession may 
cause needless embarrassment that may 
lead to resentment and refusal. 


O. E. SOHN 
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THE Way 


Tell Three More, an evangelistic tract 
mission for the 102,000 members of 
the Lutheran Laymen’s League, will be 
launched at the end of this month. 

Three tracts, each with a different 
message intended for a specific person, 
will be mailed to every LLL member 
in time for Lenten distribution. 

Written by Dr. Herman W. Gockel, 
religious director of “This Is the Life,” 
the tracts present the Gospel in a posi- 
tive, appealing fashion. Printed in green 
and black, the tracts are appropriately 
illustrated. 

The first tract, In Case of Atomic 
Attack, is meant for distribution to the 
person who is not now and probably 
never was a Christian. 

The Wrong Start highlights the im- 
portance of sound Christian training 
for the young and the responsibility of 
Christian parents in rearing their chil- 
dren. 

The third tract, More Psychiatrists, 
can be used to good advantage in dis- 
cussing the Saviors love for people 
disturbed by the tensions of this mod- 
ern day. 


Complete instructions for using the 
brief tracts are contained in the en- 
velope in which the materials are 
mailed. The five steps include: (1) the 
careful choosing of the three persons; 
(2) praying for each of the three per- 
sons; (3) visiting with the individuals; 
(4) suggesting to the persons the need 
for God and the Savior; and (5) invit- 
ing the persons to attend church and/or 
listen to The Lutheran Hour and “This 
Is the Life.” 

This is the second year in which the 
League has conducted the program. 
Last year more than 500,000 tracts 
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Parents’ Responsibilities 


Tensions 


LLL LAUNCHES 
“TELL THREE MORE” 
TRACT MISSION 


were distributed in a campaign entitled 
“Tell Three.” Bulk quantities for ad- 
ditional distribution are available at 
a nominal cost through a co-operative 
arrangement with the American Lu- 
theran Publicity Bureau. 


Convention Scheduled for 
Buffalo, July 19—22 


Plans for the 1959 convention of the 
LLL, which will be held in Buffalo, 
N. Y., July 19—22, are well under way, 
according to Robert Kracht, Hamburg, 
N. Y., and Martin Echtenkamp, Buf- 
falo, general co-chairmen of the con- 
vention. 

For the first time the annual Leaders’ 
Conference will be combined with the 
convention. Usually the LLL conven- 
tion is held the end of June and the 
Leaders’ Conference in September. 
Since Synod will meet in June, and 
many LLL leaders attend both the 
convention of Synod and the LLL, the 
league’s convention was postponed until 
the later date. Because this was close 
to the Leaders’ Conference date, it was 
felt that both meetings should be com- 
bined on an experimental basis. 

Plenary sessions will be held on 
Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday 
mornings, and on Wednesday afternoon. 
The sectional conferences for District 
presidents, Lutheran Hour chairmen, 
membership chairmen, club services 
chairmen, and District pastoral advisers 
will be held on Monday and Tuesday 
afternoons and on Wednesday morning. 

The convention will open with a Lu- 
theran Hour rally in Kleinhans Music 
Hall on July 19. Dr. Oswald Hoffmann, 
Lutheran Hour speaker, will present the 
message. Bebe 
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Walther League 
Sets Fee for 
759 Convention 


has been set at $44. 
a record attendance, Michigan Stat 
University authorities and the Michiga 3 
District convention committees are dq 
ing everything possible to keep dow’ 
the convention costs. 

The convention will be held on th 
East Lansing campus July 12—16. In 
cluded in the costs are meals, housing 
the university fee of $2.70, and adj 
mission to all program events. Pro 
gram plans call for a drama festival 
a pageant based on the Nicene Creed 
a religious art exhibit, and special rec 
reational and fellowship events. 

Lutheran faculty members of Michi 
gan State University are playing ar 
active part in planning the convention 
They may also participate in the pro 
gram. 


Wheat Ridge Adds Service 


When Walther Leaguers undertook 
their 1958 Wheat Ridge Christmas Seals 
campaign, they had the added assurance 
that Wheat Ridge has expanded its 
services in still another direction. Ac- 
cording to Rev. Edward C. May, exec- 
utive director of the Wheat Ridge 
Foundation, Lutheran refugees who 
wish to enter the United States quite: 
often cannot receive the necessary hos— 
pital assurances permitting them toe 
come to the States. Under the Kennedy; 
Act (Public Law 85-316, Section 6)) 
these hospital assurances are required. 

The Lutheran Sanatorium at Wheat: 
Ridge, Colo., offers free treatment to: 
any financially impoverished Lutheran 
immigrant entering the United States 
through the Lutheran Refugee Service. 


Youth Caravan Applications 


Applications for this summer’s Youth 
Caravan teams are being processed. So 
far more than 400 application blanks 
have been sent to young people inter- 
ested in accepting this summer assign- 
ment. February | is the deadline for 
Youth Caravan team applications. 

Congregations wishing to sponsor the 
visit of such a team this summer are 
urged to send their request to the Wal- 
ther League no later than March 1. 
Caravaners come to a congregation for 
a three- or four-day visit. 

The Youth Caravan program is spon- 
sored jointly by the synodical Board 


for Young People’s Work and_ the 
Walther League. Am Pek 
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Jur Church 


1847-1959 


In April 26, 1847, there was organ- 
1 in Chicago, IIl., the “German Evan- 
cal Lutheran Synod of Missouri, 
io, and Other States,” with twelve 
tors and their congregations as vot- 
and nine pastors, one professor, 
| two candidates of theology as ad- 
ry members. In this very modest 
y there came into being your church 
eemine: The Lutheran Church — 
ssouri Synod. 
30d’s Word tells us: “‘Remember the 
mer things of old” (Is. 46:9). It is 
1 for us to do so. The small group 
founding fathers has become, by 
d’s grace, a relatively large denom- 
tion of more than two million mem- 
s. In addition, the present adult 
mbership of our church forms the 
rth generation, the fifth following 
sely on their heels. 
Nhat we must not forget is, above 
that our church was founded as 
enomination loyal to the Scriptures 
| the Lutheran Confessions. It owes 
existence to the Christian principle 
sonfessing the divine truth. Without 
there never would have been a Mis- 
ri Synod. 
3ecause the teachings of the Scrip- 
2s and the Lutheran Confessions 
‘e suppressed by liberal churchmen 
Saxony, now a part of the German 
nocratic Republic, a satellite of com- 
nist Russia, a few Christian minis- 
PM, Stephan, E. G. W. Keyl, G. H. 
‘ber, the two brothers O. H. and 
F. W. Walther, and others, together 
h ten candidates of theology, four 
ish school teachers, and some self- 
rificing laymen — 750 in all — left 
ir Saxon homes in November 1838 
| came to St. Louis in 1839. 
‘hey were Lutheran Pilgrim Fathers 
he truest sense of the term, for they 
1e to this country only because it 
red them the religious freedom that 
denied them in the land of Luther. 
the five vessels that were to convey 
se pilgrims to our shores, one was 
on the high seas. 
‘rom the pilgrims’ common treasury, 
tor Stephan, the leader of the group, 
ght a large tract of land in Perry 
inty, Mo. Most of the immigrants 
led in that primitive forest hinter- 
1 where they had to struggle with 
erty, sickness, unaccustomed toil 
above all, spiritual trials. 
JOHN THEODORE MUELLER 
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Members of Synod are welcome to s 
policies, practices, customs, issues of the day. and so forth. 
Pro and Con are not to be regarded as those of the WiTNEss or of Synod. The Editors 
reserve the right to reject, print in full, or omit matters not pertinent. The debates will 
be terminated at the discretion of the Editors. 


Million-Dollar Churches 


Build the Spiritual Temple of Jesus 


Regarding the guest editorial on 
“Would Jesus Approve?” by Louis P. 
Lochner (Dec. 2 WiTNEss, p. 11), I am 
100% in agreement with his expressions 
on ambitious and costly building con- 
struction, and vying with neighbors in 
producing the most glamorous church 
plant — versus Christian responsibility 
and stewardship in these challenging 
times of godless Communism and the 
shortage of manpower in the expanding 
field of Kingdom work. 

Christ’s “Go ye into all the world 
and preach the Gospel to every crea- 
ture” should be given priority over in- 
vesting a million dollars in a church 
building. Think what happened to 
Solomon’s temple (an idol of the Jews) 
in Jerusalem. Not one stone was left 
upon another! 

What we Christians should be con- 
cerned about is building the spiritual 
temple of Jesus and gathering “lively 
stones” for the spiritual house which 
human hands and devils cannot destroy. 


GEORGE HILGENDORF 
Detroit, Mich. 


People at Home Part of World 


When Jesus told us to go into “all 
the world,” He did not add, “and for- 
get the people who are at home.” They, 
too, are a part of the world. 

A congregation that is mindful of the 
spiritual needs of its members and the 
unchurched in its community will also 
be concerned with the souls of men 
throughout the world, for such love 
knows no bounds. However, the con- 
gregation that is not mindful of the 
responsibilities and opportunities locally 
will not be much interested in world 
missions. 

When a congregation builds as an act 
of love and with a sense of respon- 
sibility, missions will not suffer. But 
when building a church is an act of 
self-pride, it is done by Pharisees who 
are not likely to be concerned with the 
welfare of others’ souls. 

To criticize a congregation for spend- 
ing $1,000,000 on a building program 
without first examining the needs and 
possibilities -of that congregation is 
unfair and misleading. Too many 
churches have to turn people away from 
services, Sunday school, and Christian 
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peak on subjects of their choice — synodical 


Opinions expressed in 


day school because they didn’t think 
big enough. Only too often this hap- 
pens a few years after the building 
program is completed. 

It is doubtful if the mission budget 
is ever increased by saying, “Let’s not 
do our best when we build our church; 
a cheaper building is good enough.” 
Such a negative attitude will not restrict 
itself to the work at home. 

When we build our churches and 
schools to the glory of God at home, 
we will do so throughout the world. 


DELTON D. LupwiG 
Denver, Colo. 


Is the Fair Share “Fair? 


Shouldn't the maintenance of a Chris- 
tian day school be considered when the 
per-communicant average of offerings 
for Synod is determined? 

To operate our school requires $23 
per communicant, and the salary scale 
of our teachers is not yet ideal. 

The building programs and mainte- 
nance costs are higher for congregations 
with schools and teacherages. 

Congregations with schools supply 
many students for full-time service in 
the church. The financing of this King- 
dom project also costs. 

Why do congregations without parish 
schools often pledge no more than the 
“minimum fair share” suggested by a 
District? Minimum evidently means 
maximum to some. It could mean a 
law to others. 

If the congregation supporting a day 
school or a Lutheran high school is 
expected to reach the “fair share,” 
shouldn’t other congregations be en- 
couraged to set their sights $5, $10, or 
$15 higher? Many surely would do so. 
Some do now. 

The cheerfulness of giving in the con- 
gregations with schools would get a 
real boost, and their offerings, too, 
would increase. 

Should the purposing of the heart 
be dampened by man-made laws? How 
often the subject of giving is introduced 
with the negative approach: “The New 
Testament does not teach us to give the 
tithe.” Would it not be better to ask, 
“Does the New Testament teach us not 
to give the tithe?” Does it teach that 
really? Epcar F, KRUSE 
Sterling, Colo. 
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Families and Finances 


The Schmidts: This family is paying 
for their house, the children are neatly 
dressed, and the family car is a solid 
model three years old. When one meets 
the Schmidts, there is no talk of money 
problems. 


The Haskells: This family is nervous. 
They are worried about many things. 
When one meets them, the conversation 
gets around to money, inflation, taxes, 
bills, and such things. Personal prob- 
lems, too, come to the surface easily. 
One feels that this family is not happy. 


The interesting thing about these two 
families is that both of them have the 
same income. So the difference in their 
well-being has nothing to do with a cer- 
tain amount of money. It may have to 
do with the people themselves and their 
ability to cope with money manage- 
ment. Or it may have to do with their 
basic attitude toward life. 

A recent survey by Synod’s Family 
Life Committee reveals that the number- 
one problem among married couples is 
a financial one. Social service agencies 
also report that the most usual subject 
of the newlyweds’ first quarrel is money. 


Yet, is it actually money which causes 
the trouble? Are financial problems 
symptomatic of a deeper problem? Is 
the problem a distorted attitude toward 
the value and use of money? 


Couples who are constantly arguing 
over money think their troubles would 
be over if only they had more of it. 
Maybe the wife leaves the children at 
home and goes out to work, or the 
husband takes on an extra job. This 
doesn’t always solve the problem. Even 
a large inheritance will fail to end 
money arguments. Faced with a larger 
income, the pinchpenny becomes a 
pinchdollar, while the free spender 
only raises his sights and acquires big- 
ger and better debts. Money is not 
really the problem. The problem may 
be in the persons themselves and their 
basic values. 

Is there a cure for financial prob- 
lems? “People who have trouble with 
money,’ a sage has said, “will never 
have enough — either money or 
trouble.” The Bible goes to the heart 
of the matter and says that the prob- 
lem is essentially spiritual, that where 
a man’s treasure is, there will his heart 
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be also. People can be selfish and 
unhappy with any amount of income; 
or, on the other hand, it is possible to 
be happy with modest means. It all 
depends on the person and his relation 
to the Giver of all. 


St. Paul in the same chapter speaks 
of the dangers of false doctrine and 
the love of money. He reminds us that 
we brought nothing into the world and 
that we can take nothing out of it; 
that people who set their hearts on 
being wealthy expose themselves to 
temptation and fall into one of the 
world’s traps. “For the love of money 
is the root of all evil,” he concludes. 
(1 Tim. 6:6-10) 


Christian folk who believe that God’s 
wonderful grace included them in the 
plan of salvation will so strive to live 
under His grace that natural desires 
and “the treasures of this world’ do 
not take priority. Using what they 
have, with thankfulness, in the spirit 
of love and consideration with resource- 
ful planning, they trust Him who called 
them to be His stewards. 


There is no perfect formula for the 
management of money. No two fam- 
ilies are ever alike in their personal 
tastes or needs. Some have an easy- 
going outlook on life and can stand 
a fair amount of debt. Others simply 
can’t be comfortable unless they don’t 
owe a cent. 


But there are some good rule-of- 
thumb measures. Both husband and 
wife should be aware of the exact 
family income and the regular expenses. 
If adjustments are necessary to make it 
possible to live within the income with 
a certain agreed surplus, with agreement 
on where the surplus goes, then let all 
members of the family agree on what 
these adjustments should be. 


If the problem is beyond the ability 
of the family to solve, expert counsel 
should be ‘sought. If the problem is 
on a deeper level, and it may well be, 
consult competent spiritual help. 


Harry G. CoIner 


NoTE: “The Family Council” is pre- 
pared by Synod’s Family Life Com- 
mittee, which welcomes suggestions for 
subjects to be treated in future articles. 
Write: The Family Life Committee, 
210 N. Broadway, St. Louis 2, Mo. 
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Holy Cross, Berlin-Wilmersdorf © 


Berlin Lutheran Church 


Notes 50th Anniversary 


Holy Cross Lutheran Church in Be 
lin-Wilmersdorf, Germany, celebrate 
the 50th anniversary of dedication Nov 
1G, 1958. 

The present church is the third builcd 
ing erected in Berlin by the Evangelicz 
Lutheran (Old Lutheran) Church since 
the Lutheran Church in Prussia wa: 
dissolved by a compulsory merger & 
the Lutherans and the Reformed ii 
1817. 

The first Berlin congregation of thi 
Old Lutheran Church was founded is 
1835. However, not until 1855 coule 
the cornerstone for the first churcl 
be laid. (AIl other former Lutherat 
churches had been turned over to the 
unionistic state church.) This firs 
building still stands in the Soviet secto; 
of Berlin. 

The second Lutheran church was 
built in 1893—94. Finally, in 1908 
the third one, called Kirche zum Heili. 
gen Kreuz, was erected in Berlin 
Wilmersdorf, in the western part oO 
the city. 

Hit during World War II air raids 
the church could not be used from 1942 
to 1948. Reconstruction of the interio: 
was completed in 1948, and the ex 
terior was remodeled ten years aos, 

Rev. Lic. Matthias Schulz, D. D., 
pastor of the congregation, which hd 
grown to some 1,150 members. Tx 
reach those living rather far awa} 
from the Wilmersdorf church, regula 
services are also conducted in many 
other places. 


The anniversary found most o 
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members in the mother church. 
v. Walther Guenther, D.D., Ober- 
‘chenrat (president) of the Evangel- 
1 Lutheran Church, preached. 
Many guests from the United States 
ve worshiped in the Berlin-Wilmers- 
tf church. Almost every year since 
47 seminary professors and officials 
the Missouri Synod have attended 
vices or even preached. 
Holy Cross Lutheran Church hopes 
the privilege of welcoming more 
nerican guests in the future. 


Josst SCHOENE, Vicar 
Berlin, Germany 


Young People Still Our 
Children, Educators Told 


Teenagers and college youth are “also 
r children,” and the church “must 
tinue to teach them,” Dr. William 
Kramer, Synod’s Associate Secretary 
Schools, told members of the Super- 
endents’ Conference at their 1958 
eting in St. Louis, Dec. 9—11. 
Asserting that the Christian life is 
f a “straight, steady line leading 
vard perfection,” Dr. Kramer re- 
nded the educators that it is a “wavy 
> of sin and repentance.” 
While no amount of Christian edu- 
ion can overcome that situation, 
hristian education gives children and 
ilts the necessary knowledge of God 
1 His Word to deal with their sinful 
ure,” he emphasized. 
Dr. Kramer called upon the educa- 
nal leaders of the various Districts 
promote the idea that “a thorough 
ristian education is the only defen- 
le Christian education and to show 
at part each agency plays in the 
\gregation’s educational effort.” 
Norman Brinkmann, principal of the 
over Lutheran High School, termed 
Lutheran high school a gift of the 
ly Spirit. 
‘Its aim,” he said, “is not to remove 
teenagers from worldly influences, 
‘to put teenagers into the world — 
h Christ!” 
Yther speakers who developed the 
ference theme, “The Church Serves 
Youth,” were Dr. O. E. Feucht, 
P. Hueschen, Rev. Roy G. Mueller, 
A. L. Miller, Prof. Martin L. 
shneke, Prof. George W. Hoyer, Dr. 
hur Wittmer, and Rev. Elmer Witt. 
‘onference resolutions included an 
rture to the San Francisco conven- 
. asking Synod to raise the require- 
its for all women teachers trained 
ynodical colleges. 
jratitude to God was expressed 
the service of three members: A. C. 
lhorn, 50 years; B. H. Schumacher, 
S. J. Roth, 40. 
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Deaths 


GEorGE F. Hoyer, Sept. 29, 1884, 
Sharpsburg, Pa., to Nov. 21, 1958, Niag- 
ara Falls, N. Y.; son of Fred and Henri- 
etta Seifert Hoyer; graduated St. Louis 
seminary, 1908; pastor, Upper Moutere, 
New Zealand; superintendent, Concordia 
Home, Marwood, Pa.; pastor, Niagara 
Falls, N. Y., 1923—48, when he retired. 
Survivors: Tillie Bock Hoyer; sons Fred 
and Paul; daughters Mrs. Mavis Arends 
and Mrs. Aileen Rucker. Funeral: 
Nov. 24, Niagara Falls. 


WALTER E. HUEBNER, March 11, 1890, 
Hancock, Mich., to Nov. 16, 1958, Mon- 
dovi, Wis.; son of Dr. Edmund and Anna 
Schedler Huebner; graduated St. Louis 
seminary, 1913; parishes: Hermansfort, 
Shawano Co., Wis.; Rockwell City, Iowa; 
Mondovi, Wis., 1921 until his death. Sur- 
vivors: Catherine Biedermann Huebner; 
son Edmund; daughters Ruth Duggan and 
Laurel. Funeral: Nov. 19, Mondovi. 


BERNHARD F. LAUKANDT, Dec. 18, 1870, 
East Prussia, to Nov. 19, 1958, Red Wing, 
Minn.; son of Rev. David and Leopoldine 
Gutzeif Laukandt; graduated St. Louis 
seminary, 1894; D.Mus., University of 
New York, 1904; parishes: River Falls, 
Wis.; Fairchild, Wis.; professor, Lutheran 
Ladies Seminary, Red Wing, Minn.; pres- 
ident, Bethany College, Mankato Minn. 
Survivors: Bertha Henrich Laukandt; son 
Orlando; daughter Renata. Funeral: 
Nov. 22, Red Wing. 


Fred H. LINDEMANN, Aug. 24, 1891, 
Fort Wayne, Ind., to Dec. 2, 1958, West 
Falls, N. Y.; son of Prof. Frederick and 
Mathilde Lindemann; graduated St. Louis 
seminary, 1914; parishes: Waterbury, 
Conn.; Bronx, N. Y.; Long Island, N. Y., 
192239; St. Paul, Minn.; Buffalo, N. Y.; 
Chappaqua, N. Y., 1947—-54, when he re- 
tired. Chairman, Atlantic District Mission 
Board. Survivors: Edna Meibohm Lin- 
demann; sons Revs. Robert and Ralph. 
Funeral: Dec. 5, East Aurora, N. Y. 


FREDERICK E. TREICHEL, Jan. 12, 1882, 
West Bend, Wis., to Nov. 1, 1958, Sheboy- 
gan, Wis.; son of Frank and Lydia Eppling 
Treichel; graduated Addison teachers col- 
lege, 1902; schools: Laurium, Mich., 1902 
to 1919; Sheboygan, Wis., 1919—48, when 
he retired. Survivors: sons Fred, Jr., Her- 
bert, and Waldemar; daughters Lydia 
Forster, Ruth Halverson, Judith Lieding, 
Esther, Helen, and Gertrude. Funeral: 
Noy. 4, Sheboygan. 


Notices 


Ordinations and Installations 
Ordained: CANDIDATES 


Agee, James, Faith, Oak Lawn, Ill., by Rein- 
hart R. Steinly, Dec. 7. 


Ordained and Installed: 
Berner, Carl W., Jr., asst., Faith, Los Angeles, 
Calif., by Walter E. Niermann, Nov. 23. 
Rutz, Karl W., asst., Grace, Atlanta, Ga., by 
Theo. G. Ahrendt, Nov. 30. 


Installed: eons 


Bartsch, H. E., as missionary in Montreal, 
Que., Canada, by Ernest Hahn, Nov. 16. 

Beiderwieden, Carl O., Concordia, Penticton; 
and St. John, Summerland, B. C., Canada, 
by Albert Krahenbil, Nov. 23. 
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Brauer, Norman E., Calvary, Sunnyside, 
Wash., by John C. Westendorf, Nov. 23. 
Busse, William Arthur, Trinity, Westville; 
and St. Paul, Otis, Ind., by Karl F. Schroe- 

der, Nov. 30. 

Chellew, William J., St. John, Osage; and 
Redeemer, Rudd, Iowa, by Martin L. Rus- 
sert, Nov. 23. 

Diehl, William, St. Mark, Ferndale: and Hope, 
Fortuna, Calif., by Donald Claasen, Nov. 9. 

Gienapp, Walter L., Our Redeemer, Muskegon, 
Mich., by R. A. Riess, Nov. 30. 

Hackler, Robert, St. Luke, Rapid City, S. Dak., 
_by R. W. Uecker, Oct. 5. 

Hoffmann, Otto E., Zion and St. Paul, La Valle, 
Wis., by John E. Pingel, Nov. 30. 

Huth, Arnold W., Trinity, Silver Creek, N. Y., 
by Arthur Kleindienst, Dec. 7. 

Jording, Wm. A., Messiah, Keokuk, Iowa, by 
Alton Koch, Nov. 23. 

Lutz, Pawl H., Mount Olive, Forest Grove, 
Oreg., by B. W. Schuldheisz, Nov. 16. 

Metzdorf, Eric O., Immanuel, Oakley, Kans., 
by Delmar W. Brack, Nov. 23. 

Misch, Otto, St. John, Trosky, 
Arthur F. Otto, Dec. 7. 

Mohling, Duane, Bethany, Eldon; and Grace, 
Versailles, Mo., by Walter F. Strickert, 
Dec. 7. 

Mueller, Norbert H., Faith, Bridgeport, Mich., 
by Harold F. Krach, Nov. 2. 

Muhly, Elmer, Resurrection, San Rafael, 
Calif., by Pres. Arthur C. Nitz, Nov. 26. 

Neeb, Roger, St. John, Depew, N. Y., by 
Pres. G. M. Karkau, Nov. 23. 

Schepman, Wm. J., St. Peter, Huntington, 
Ind., by Walter M. Schoedel, Nov. 30. 

Stockman, William, Zion, Cornelius; and 
Grace, Scappoose, Oreg., by Otto H. Moel- 
ler, Nov. 16. 

Zagel, Richard, Hope, Wapato, Wash., by H. A. 
Kahle, Nov. 30. 


TEACHERS 


Minn., by 


Installed: 


Mangels, Cand. Hersey, St. John, Vincennes, 
Ind., by A. L. Scheidt, Aug. 31. 

Schormann, M. P., Immanuel, Lone Rock, 
Iowa, by Martin Peters, Nov. 30. 


Official Notices 


Rev. Cleo O. Kautsch, Platte Center, Nebr., 
has been appointed Visitor of Circuit Eight, 
Northern Nebraska District, to succeed Rev. 
Rudolph L. Ochs, who has accepted a call 
into another circuit. 


Rev. Alfred Hinz, Martinsburg, Nebr., has 
been appointed Visitor of Circuit Four, 
Northern Nebraska District, to succeed Rev. 
Karl F. Wentzel, who has accepted a call into 
another circuit. — FREDERICK NIEDNER, Presi- 
dent, Northern Nebraska District. 


Rev. Theo. Krueger has been appointed 
Visitor of Circuit 4, Manitoba and Saskatche- 
wan District, to succeed Rev. R. H. Threinen, 
whose health for the present is not equal 
to the task. 


Rev. A. E. Koslowsky has been appointed 
Visitor of Circuit 7, Manitoba and Saskatche- 
wan District, to succeed Rev. H. E. Bartsch, 
who accepted a call into another District. — 
L. W. Koruter, President, Manitoba and Sas- 
katchewan District. 


Robert L. Busse, instructor at Concordia 
Teachers College, River Forest, Ill., requests 
a colloquy for the teaching ministry of The 
Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod.—A. H. 
WERFELMANN, President, Northern Illinois Dis- 
trict. 


The Board for Missions in Foreign Coun- 
tries, meeting on Dec. 15, 1958, invited 
Dr. Roland P. Wiederaenders of Corpus 
Christi, Tex., to serve as its Executive Secre- 
tary. — E. R. Brertermann, Secretary. 


Additional Nominations 


The Board of Control of St. John’s Col- 
lege, Winfield, Kans., herewith calls for ad- 
ditional nominations for the position of 
associate professor in religion. Names of 
nominees together with pertinent informa- 
tion should be sent to the undersigned by 
January 31, 1959. — Rev. LEo FENSKE, 
Secretary, Board of Control, 707 W. Evans, 
Pueblo, Colo. 


Call for Candidates 


With the approval of Synod’s Board for 
Higher Education, the Board of Control of 
Concordia Collegiate Institute, Bronxville, 
N. Y., requests the congregations of Synod to 
nominate candidates for the position of 
teacher in the field of Education who would 
also have the necessary qualifications to serve 
as School Librarian. The man elected would 
have the rank of Associate Professor. 
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Kindly send all nominations and communi- 
cations regarding same to the undersigned no 
later than March 1, 1959.—L. S. Wacnrr, 
Secretary, c/o Concordia Collegiate Institute, 
Bronxville 8, N. Y. 


Nominations for 
Concordia Senior College 
Fort Wayne, Ind. 


Religion 


Rev. Victor Albers, Garden City, N. Y.: Trin- 
ity, Winfield, Kans. : ¢ 
Rev. William Backus, Pleasant Hill, Calif.: 
Bethany, Chicago. ! 
Prof. Erich Heintzen, Springfield, Ill.: Saint 

Paul, Convoy, Ohio. , 

Rev. Herbert Hohenstein, M.A., Richmond 
Heights, Mo.: Redeemer, Fort Wayne, Ind. 
Prof. George Hoyer, St. Louis, Mo.: Immanuel, 

Wichita, Kans. , 

Rev. Edwin E. Pieplow, Detroit, Mich.: Con- 
cordia, Detroit. 

Rev. Erwin Prange, Brooklyn, N. Y.: Bethany, 
Chicago. ; 

Rev. Walter Rast, S.T.M., Lexington, Mass.: 
Redeemer, Fort Wayne, Ind. 

Rev. William Scar, West Newton, Mass.: Beth- 
any, Chicago. 

Walter H. E. Schlueter, Lombard, Ul.: Gol- 
gatha, Chicago. 

Dr. Paul Schroeder, Fort Wayne, Ind.: Beth- 
any, Chicago. 

Rev. George Sommermeyer, Baltimore, Md.: 
Redeemer, Warsaw, Ind.; Immanuel, Wich- 
ita, Kans. 

Raymond F. Surburg, Th. D., Ph. D., Seward, 
Nebr.: Trinity, Clifton, N. J. 

Prof. Carl F. Weidmann, M.A., Bronxville, 
N. Y.: Wollaston, Wollaston, Mass. 


English 


Prof. Kenneth Heinitz, River Forest, Ill.: Ree 
deemer, Warsaw, Ind. 

Prof. Lewis W. Klitzke, Portland, Oreg.: Em- 
manuel, Fort Wayne, Ind. 

Rev. Henry Prahl, Valparaiso, Ind.: Bethany, 
Chicago. 

Rev. Francis Rossow, Saginaw, Mich.: Im- 
manuel, Wichita, Kans. 

Armand Ulbrich, Ph. D., Detroit, Mich.: Im- 
pened: Wichita, Kans.; Redeemer, Warsaw, 
nd. 

German 


Leonard E. Baak, Ph.D., Emporia, Kans.: 
Messiah, Emporia, Kans. 

Prof. Carl W. Geffert, B. A., M. A., Dubuque, 
Iowa: Trinity, Sheldon, Wis. 

Rev. Martin P. Studtmann, Belleville, Il.: 
St. Paul, Fort Wayne, Ind. 


Psychology 


Prof. Harold Maleske, Fort Wayne, Ind.: Saint 
ae Convoy, Ohio; Zoar, Elmwood Park, 


Rev. Lester Messerschmidt, M. A., Springfield, 
N. J.: Redeemer, Fort Wayne, Ind. 

Rev. Normand Widiger, Chicago, Ill.: Trinity, 
Winfield, Kans. 


Additional statements with regard to the 
qualifications of those who have been nomi- 
nated, or objections to nominees with reasons 
therefore, should be filed with the under- 
signed within three weeks after the appear- 
ance of this notice. The election date will be 
announced. — Ciirrorp E. Avtick, Secretary, 
Board of Control, 3425 Crescent Ave., Fort 
Wayne, Ind. 


Notices 


Anyone knowing of Lutherans living in 
Monmouth County, New Jersey, please notify 
Rev. Dante D. RetnHEreER, P.O. Box 578, 
Eatontown, N. J. 


If you know of Lutherans living in the 
Brunswick — St. Simons Island, Georgia, area, 
please notify Davm C. Gryer, 708 London Sikey 
Brunswick, Ga. 


Convention of Synod 


With the knowledge and consent 
of the President of Synod, it is here- 
with officially announced that the 
Forty-Fourth Regular Convention of 
The Lutheran Church — Missouri 
Synod will meet from June 17 to 
June 27, 1959, in the Civic Audi- 
torium, San Francisco, Calif, — 
W. C. BIRKNER, Secretary of Synod, 


Meeting of Study Commission 


The Study Commission on Ministerial and 
Teacher Training, created by the 45th conven- 
tion of the Synodical Conference, will meet, 
God willing, at Immanuel Lutheran College in 
Greensboro, N. C., on February 16, 17, and 18, 
1959. 


February 16 and 18 will be devoted to 
meetings with the board and the faculty of 
Immanuel Lutheran College. The Commission 
will hold open hearings on February BL 
Alumni, authors, and signers of overtures re- 
garding Immanuel Lutheran College, repre- 
sentatives from the constituency of the school, 
and interested parties are hereby invited to 
meet with the Commission on February 17, 
1959. — Grorce J. Beto, Secretary of the 
Commission. 


Pastors: Changes of Address 


Bartz, Herbert H., 1015 Englewood Ave., 
Royal Oak, Mich. 

Boehnke, Arnold F., 803 W. Lincolnway, 
Jefferson, Iowa 

Brehm, John J. C., Cissna Park, Ill. 

Brown, Edwin T., 343 Walton Ave., 
San Antonio 11, Tex. 

Brueggemann, Eugene V., 120 Luther Ave., 
Kent, Ohio 

Feiertag, John, 801 S. Orchard, Boise, Idaho 

Gronbach, Arthur, Box 2013, 
Muscle Shoals, Ala. 

Gutknecht, Paul T., em., Sunset Lane, 
Antioch, Calif. 

Hentschel, G. H., em., 230 W. “F” St., 
Elizabethton, Tenn. 

Kaden, Kenneth, 2567 N. Avon Ave., 
St. Paul 17, Minn. 

Ladewig, Carl W., 11 N. Walnut St., 
Box 149, Mayville, Wis. 

Lucht, Alfred, Southey, Sask., Canada 

Lutz, Paul H., 2327-17th Ave., 
Forest Grove, Oreg. 

Misch, Otto, Trosky, Minn. 

Myers, Luther W., 1118 Westchester Blvd., 
Westchester, Ill. 

Pavel, Jan, 3816 E. 55th St., 
Minneapolis 17, Minn. 

Pickelman, Clarence A., 41 Cynthia Dr., 
Colusa, Calif. 

Polansky, Roger, 517 S. Sixth, 
Lake City, Minn. 

Ramelow, Herman F., em., R. 1, 
Seward, Nebr. 

Reidenbach, Kenneth H., 207 Eighth St., 
Little Valley, N. Y. 

Ries, Karl, em., R. 3, Box 198M, 
Wautoma, Wis. 

Rottmann, Theo., 6151 S. Monitor, 
Chicago 38, Ill. 

Sander, Henry W., em., 405 Rock City St., 
Little Valley, N. Y. 

Schauland, Helmut H., 2738 N. Grant Blvd., 
Milwaukee 10, Wis. 

Schliesser, Luther G., 217 Illinois St., 
Park Forest, III. 

Schnelle, Elmer L., 211 S. Logan, 
Lincoln, Ill. 

Schulze, Frederick W., em., 
_606 S. Burlington, Apt. 3, Hastings, Nebr. 

Simon, Donald E., 708 General Motors Rd., 
Milford, Mich. 

Speckhard, Thomas, 1445 S. Utica, 
Denver 4, Colo. 

Stahlke, Leonard E., Apartado Postal 234, 
Guatemala City, C. A. 

Tassler, Melvin J., 3429 N. 28th St., 
Lincoln 10, Nebr. 

Ude, Chapiain Willis P., U. S. Naval 
Training Center, San Diego, Calif. 

Vajda, Ludovit, 406 Cline Ave., Griffith, Ind. 

Vetter, Eugene, 161 Ninth St., N., 
Wisconsin Rapids, Wis. 

Wackler, John, 725 Wallace, N. W., 
Ardmore, Okla. 


Teachers: 


Carlton, Conrad B., 4332 DuPage Dre 

Bridgeton, Mo. 

Cloeter, Waldo H., 7301 Tyrone Ave., 
whee Noyes Calif. 
ickKmann, Nathan, 1212 Lafa . EB. 

Albuquerque, N. Mex. Coe ae 
Kieschnick, Melvin, 5 Wisteria Rd., 

2nd Floor, Yau Yat Chuen, Kowloon, 

Hong Kong 
Latzke, Henry R., 18416 Glenburn Ave., 

: qonranges one 
ehmann, A. F., 214 Spence, Kerrvi 
Luebke, Fred C., 3928 -W. 157th Naa at 

Lawndale, Calif. 

Meier, Frederick A., 2875 N. 52d St. 

Milwaukee 10, Wis. ; 
pees eres E., Ceylon, Minn. 

ape, Waldemar A., 1361 Margar ‘ 

St. Paul 6, Minn. ea 
Schroeder, Erlen, 2011 Hillcrest Rd., 
Secteldt "A "Beri 

eefeldt, A. Bernhard, em., 312 ; 

_Milwaukee 16, Wis. pee Se 
Tiemann, Theo., 413 Kimbro, Fremont, Calif. 
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Letters 


Letters to this department must be 
signed. Names will be withheld upon 
request. The opinions expressed are not 
necessarily those of the Editors, who 
may reject, print in full, or omit matter 
not pertinent. 


And VOR: Makes Three 


In the Dec. 2 issue of the LUTHEF 
WITNEss it was stated that the last ] 
theran clergyman to serve in the Cong 
of the United States was Frederick Au 
tus Conrad Muhlenberg, who served fre 
1789 to 1797. 

His brother, John Peter Gabriel Mu 
lenberg, also a Lutheran clergyman, V 
a Congressman as late as 1801, serving 1 
term 1799—1801. In 1801 he was elect 
to the United States Senate, but he resig 
shortly thereafter. 

Lansing, Ill. RosBert M. DucHOo 


Note: See the Dec. 16, 1958, WITNE? 
p. 597. 


Keep Name 


In “New Name?” (Dec. 16 WITNES 
p.5) the statement, “The name of tt 
first President of Synod now means litt 
to the American and Canadian public, ti 
youth leaders felt,’ indicates a lack 
appreciation that shouldn’t exist. 

When the recent fire in Our Lady of tl 
Angels Parochial School caused so mar 
deaths in Chicago, Walther Memorial H 
pital, Chicago, according to news I rez 
in the Minneapolis Star, received many « 
the injured pupils. Surely the public cz 
learn that this was a Missouri Syn 
Lutheran Hospital. 

In all the areas where I have been pa 
tor now — Missouri, South Dakota, a 
Wisconsin — the young people learned t 
recognize the Walther League as our yout 
organization. Changing the name woul 
disturb these folks and cause them ft 
wonder why this belated forgetfulness « 
Dr. C. F. W. Walther. 


(REv.) THEO. C. PREDOEHL 
Withee, Wis. 


“Closed” Church Doors 


Is there real reason for complaint? True 
religion is not only for one hour a week 
but for every hour every day. I fear, how 
ever, that some devout people are worriec 
by dangerous misconceptions. 


1. Religion is practiced not only it 
church but in the home as well, in ow 
vocation, our daily occupation. God want 
us to serve Him also with faithful labo 
wherever we are — factory, farm, kitchen 
office, police beat, government, militar 
service, college, mission field. Would any 
body accuse Jesus Himself of practicin: 
very little religion because most of thi 
time he was not in the temple or in ; 
synagog? 

In our daily life we are to let our ligh 
shine by good works and everywhere t 
witness to Christ. 

2. True, the church is a house of prayer 
but so is the Christian home. Jesus ex 
pressly says: “When thou prayest, ente 
into thy closet” (Matt. 6:6). In othe 
words, pray in your own private room, ii 
your own home. 

Jesus taught “that men ought always t 
pray and not to faint” (Luke 18:1) 
St. Paul says: “Pray without ceasing 
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Thess. 5:17); “I will therefore that 
pray everywhere” (1 Tim. 2:8). God 
srywhere, and great men of the Bible, 
ding Jesus Himself, prayed every- 
é, anywhere. Church environment 
not make prayer more effective. Must 
owbound isolated family, a lonely 
*r, a very sick person far from church 
get into a church building before 
‘ able to pray? 

rely, worship God regularly with the 
regation in God’s house, but by all 
is invite God to your house. He’ll be 
to come. Have regular Bible reading 
family devotions and private medita- 
in your own home. Turn off TV and 
and enjoy a period of worship and 
snly peace. God makes it so easy for 
with visiting hours around the clock; 
do you want to make it so hard for 
self? 

© writer, a busy worker, has always 
sd twice daily with his family — the 
st thing in the world. Thank God that 
| emergency or a sudden secret heart- 
we don’t have to dash — perhaps 
midnight or in a terrific storm — 
ome church building, but can pray 
where we are. 

member, fellow readers, the many 
of theft, burglary, vandalism, and 
we daily hear and read about. Let’s 
ct our expensive churches against 
ess and unscrupulous vagrants. 
‘hristian can always pray at home. 
inbeliever is not converted by looking 
e interior of a church. 


Louis, Mo. WALTER T. Kocu 


“Please” in Lord’s Prayer 


your WITNEss of Nov. 4 I see a let- 
rom California. The writer wants to 
7 why the word please is not used 
ir prayers. 

rst of all, Jesus did not use the word 
e when He taught us the Lord’s 
er (in which all is included for body 
soul), and we need not add any word 


cond: What is prayer? It is an act 
orship, wherein we bring our petitions 
od and offer thanksgiving and praise 
Him. We can worship God in prayer 


without a “shower” of requests. How 
often we come to Him, asking for every- 
thing but forgiveness of sins and true faith 
in Christ, through the work of the Holy 
Spirit! This, by the way, is already a 
standing promise to all who seek it, and 
we need not say “please” —just take God 
at His word. 

Indeed, it is polite for children to say 
“Please” when they ask for things of par- 
ents (or anyone else, for that matter). 
But I think it sounds more “self-centered” 
to say “Please” than it does if they say 
something like this: “If it is O.K. with 
you, Dad and Mom.” Anyway, when my 
children came to me with this “Please,” 
I could see they perhaps doubted my 
approval of the situation or wanted to 
change my mind for me. 

Let us speak to God boldly. Let Christ 
be our “Please,” and follow His example. 
He was and still is the best Teacher ever. 
Thanks. Henry O. BiRNBAUM 

Corpus Christi, Tex. 


Advice to Follow 


God bless Pastor Katt for his message 
in the article “God Be with You, Pastor” 
(Dec. 2 WITNESS, p. 7). Only a true, sin- 
cere man of God could have such an at- 
titude. Would that all congregations would 
follow his advice! 


(Mrs. D.) MitpReD HEITNER 
Staten Island, N. Y. 


Blow to the Church 


There is something which I find very 
disturbing, and I would like to have it 
discussed in the WITNESS. 

I notice that more and more Protestant 
churches (Missouri Synod included) omit 
special Ascension Day and midweek Ad- 
vent services from their calendars. 

This could mean that future generations 
may someday have only Ash Wednesday 
and Good Friday services and omit the 
regular midweek Lenten services. What 
a blow this would be to the church! 

Why doesn’t Synod stress retaining these 
special services which our forefathers 
cherished? 


Brookfield, Wis. JOHN E. NEITZKE 


—EEE ae 


What's Your Answer? 


Je 10 points for each question (5 for each half) answered satisfactorily. 
ark above SO is fair; above 70, good; above 90, excellent. 


IE 


1. Who teaches the class pictured on the cover? What did the group study? P.2 
2. Where in the Orient does Synod have a seminary for the training of national 


pastors? P. 4 


3. What continent has the largest force of American Protestant missionaries? 
What may affect the number accepted? P.5 


4. How did a home in ancient times remind people of the Holy Trinity? P. 6 
5. Why is Epiphany called the “Gentile Christmas”? Why is it the real mission 


festival of the church? P.7 


6. What do men fear most today? What is the Christian’s hope? P. y) 


7. What is the only spiritual exercise for many Latin Americans? After whom 
is the Lutheran school in Havana named? P. 15 


8. Why is it difficult to translate hymns? P. 16 
9. What made the Saxon immigrants Lutheran Pilgrim Fathers? Where did 


they settle? P. 19 


10. Why are people with good incomes sometimes unhappy? P. 20 


ARV tS, 1959 
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Our Venture of Faith 
February 1, 1958, to January 1, 1959 


Contributed by the Districts of Synod 


Alberta and British Col. _ $ 50,304.50 
Atlan ticip eames ot erent 454,485.70 
California and Nevada ___ 261,250.00 
Central Sacer 2 1,002,964.65 
(Compal Vllhiaveyig 2 427,471.73 
Colorado meee ee eee 165,186.89 
Bastern eee tes 259,299.41 
English whet ea Dee GS 2 
Flontda-Georeian ae TDs 7 
lowe’, Past ee 255,798.00 
owas Westar ee 445,638.00 
Kansas; ere ee 365.7 0277 
Manitoba and Saskatchewan 36,765.12 
IVE fate <n aes rae ee 1,032,733.24 
NUNES O tae ena 982,688.76 
MIGINUERN ES 2). se ee, 21,698.42 
IN\oridal ID ROD, = 147,798.81 
North Wisconsin ______ 439,344.01 
Northerneillinois 2 849,451.81 
Northern Nebraska _______- 240,664.82 
INocth west a eee 230,348.19 
Oklaho pidge: ss aera. oe 109,281.65 
Ontario 2a ae 128,333.30 
South, Dakotasass=sruns 171,998.39 
South Wisconsin. 587,883.84 
Southeastern ease 227,000.00 
Southern@eese= 2 aa ee 96,250.00 
Southern California _ 238,333.33 
Southern Illinois —_-.-___. 259,499.87 
Southern Nebraska — 313,075.58 
TEXAS sete or An 383,000.00 
Western ieee ee ae eS 828,485.29 


$11,719,446.57 


Operating Statement 1958 
Required Feb. 1—Jan. 1 $14,666,666.66 
Received Feb. 1—Jan. 1 12,285,506.72 


$ 2,381,159.94 


CHARLES E. GROERICH, Assistant Treasurer 
210 North Broadway, St. Louis 2, Mo. 


We Knew It! — We Knew It! 


Last summer our church faced an emer- 
gency. !t appeared that our people would 
give only $14,750,000. Yet $16,000,000 
was needed. Our Kingdom program had 
to be cut severely — just when we should 
have been putting more into the training 
of Kingdom workers. 

What do? The leaders of our church 
made every effort to have all of our people 
hear the full story. They were certain our 
people would rise to the occasion. They 
are just that kind of people. 

It’s too early to tell the full 1958 story; 
however, if the receipts for the 12th month 
keep up the pace of the 11th month, a 
wonderful achievement is in the offing. 
We knew it! We knew it! 

The performance for December (the 
11th month) shows that our people are 
rising to the occasion. Thirty J)istricts 
gave 41% more in December 1958 than 
in December 1957. In the first 11 months 
our people exceeded their 1957 pace by 
about $2,000,000. 

To reach our $16,000,000 goal, about 


$3,600,000 is still needed in the 12th 
month — about $1,200,000 more than 
Synod received a year ago. A _ glorious 


victory is in the making! 
JouHNn E. HERRMANN 
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YOUR ALL-LUTHERAN 


WER” BOOK 


CONTAINS 


64 quotable gems of wisdom, inspiration, choic 
thought. Retell them to your Sunday school and d 
school children. Use them in your Bible instructio; 
periods. Reread them for your own edification. 


NEW “CALENDAR” TREATMENT 


The events mentioned in the calendar center around th 
specific theme: ‘“‘The Lutheran Reformation.”” The main chure 
holidays are also included. 


THESE POPULAR FEATURES REMAIN: 


List of daily Bible readings; location of staffs of charitable institution: 
hospice homes, hospitals, and many similar agencies; pages advertis 
ing quality church equipment and supplies; statistics of the Synodice 
Conference and other Lutheran church bodies. 


In addition, with the 1959 LUTHERAN ANNUAL in hand, you have all this 
valuable information at your finger tips: location of all Lutheran churches (Synod- 
ical Conference) in your city and other cities and time of their Sunday services; 
pasate numbers of all pastors, teachers, synodical officers in the Missouri 

ynod. 


$ .75 per copy. 5 or more to one address $ .60 each. Order No. 51W1025 


Order through your Church Office, Church Book Display, or directly on the 
coupon below: ; 


CONCORDIA PUBLISHING HOUSE ey 
St. Louis 18, Missouri a 


Please send me: 
No. 51W1025, 1959 LUTHERAN ANNUAL @ $ .75, postpaid One 2 04 

~ 

No. 51W1025, 1959 LUTHERAN ANNUAL @ $ .60, postpaid (5 or more to one address) Oz 

imenclose $2 ==-- 2 eee ee a> 


Name try 


Address — 
2 


City 


